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EIAR  Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
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GN  Government Notice  

IAP  Interested and Affected Party 

IEA  Integrated Environmental Authorisation 

IWULA  Integrated Water Use Licence Application  

IWWMP  Integrated Waste and Water Management Plan 

LoM  Life of Mine 

NA  Not Applicable / Not Audited 

NC  Non-compliant 

MPRDA  Minerals and Petroleum Resource Development Act (No. 28 of 2002) 

NEMA  National Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) 

NHRA  National Heritage Resources Act (No. 25 of 1999) 

NNR  National Nuclear Regulator 

NNRA  National Nuclear Regulator Act (No. 47 of 1999) 

NWA  National Water Act 

PC  Partially compliant 

PCD  Pollution Control Dam 

PHRAG  Provincial Heritage Resources Authority of Gauteng 

ROM  Run of Mine 

RSIP  Rehabilitation Strategy and Implementation Plan  

SAHRA  South African Heritage Resources Act 

SAS  Scientific Aquatic Services  

TSF  Tailings storage facility 

WMP  Water Monitoring Programme  

WRD  Waste rock dump 

WULA  Water Use Licence Application 

WUL  Water Use Licence 
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1 GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.1 Licence holder 

Table 1. Details of the holder 

Licensee Gold One Africa Propriety Limited 

Sector Mining 

Project phase Pre-construction 

Physical address – head office 

Constantia Office Park, Building 17, Cycad House, Ground Floor, Corner 
14th Avenue and Hendrik Potgieter Road, Weltevreden Park, Roodepoort, 
Johannesburg, 1709 

Physical address – site  
Various portions of the farms Klippan 77, La Rochelle 760, Uitsig 723, 
Vogelsrand 720, and Whites 747, Free State Province  

Postal address PostNet Suite 002, Private Bag X5, Strubens Valley, 1735  

Responsible person Jon Hericourt 

Email address Jon.Hericourt@gold1.co.za 

Competent authority Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources  

Licence type Integrated Environmental Authorisation 

Licence reference number FS 30/5/1/2/2/10036 EM 

Date of issuance 9 September 2018 

Validity requirement 
Authorised activities are to commence within ten (10) years of the IEA 
being granted (before 9 September 2028). 

Authorised 
listed 

activities 

National Environmental 

Management Act, 1998 (Act 

107 of 1998), as amended 

• Lising notice 1, GNR 983 – Activities 13, 24, 25, 28, and 30 
• Lising notice 2, GNR 984 – Activities 2, 6, 9, 10, 15, 17, 21, and 28 
• Lising notice 3, GNR 985 – Activity 12. 

National Environmental 

Management: Waste Act, 

2008 (Act 59 of 2008), as 

amended 

• Category B, GNR 921 – Activities 7 and 11.  

 

1.2 Independent external auditor 

Table 2. Details of the independent external auditor 

Company Prime Resources (Pty) Ltd 

Physical address 70 - 7th Avenue, Parktown North, Johannesburg 

Postal address Postnet suite # 002, Private bag x1, Woodhill, 0076 

Telephone number 011 447 4888 

Fax number 086 604 2219 

Email prime@resources.co.za  

Professional affiliations ECSA | SACNASP | SAIMM | EAPASA | IAIAsa 

Audit attendees Stephen Tarlton and Monique van der Westhuizen 

Audit reporting Stephen Tarlton, Monique van der Westhuizen and Gené Main 

Date of site visit 10 September 2025 

Draft report issued 1 October 2025 

Audit finalisation date 1 October 2025 

 

Prime Resources (Pty) Ltd, established in 2003, is a specialist environmental consulting firm providing 

environmental and related services. Prime Resources was founded by Peter Theron (PrEng 950329, SAIMM), 

who has over 40 years of experience in the field of environmental science and engineering.   

Gené Main (Pr.Sci.Nat., Environmental Science), the Project Manager and Principal Scientist for the proposed 

project, has a M.Sc. (Botany) from the University of the Western Cape and 18 years’ experience in the field 

of environmental science. Gené is registered with the Environmental Assessment Practitioners Association 

of South Africa (EAPASA Reg.: 2019/1257). 

mailto:Jon.Hericourt@gold1.co.za
mailto:prime@resources.co.za
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Stephen Tarlton is a Senior Environmental Scientist (Pr.Sci.Nat. registered) with over 10 years of consulting 

experience. He has expertise in environmental authorisations, monitoring and compliance auditing with 

experience in several fields including large infrastructure, mining and waste management.  

Monique van der Westhuizen is an Environmental Scientist with a BSc Honours in Hydrogeology. She has 

four years of experience in groundwater systems, environmental monitoring, laboratory work, environmental 

reporting and auditing, ECO work, and various Environmental Authorisation processes.   

1.3 Scope of work 

Prime Resources (Pty) Ltd (“Prime Resources”) was appointed by Gold One Africa (Pty) Ltd (“Gold One 

Africa”) to conduct an external environmental compliance audit of its Integrated Environmental Authorisation 

(IEA) (licence ref. no.: FS 30/5/1/2/2/10036 MR) for activities associated with the proposed Ventersburg 

Gold Mine project.  

This audit is required in terms of Condition 5.1.1, which covers general reporting to the Department:   

“Submit an Environmental Audit Report to this Department annually and such report must be done by an 

independent person with relevant environmental audit expertise to compile an environmental audit report. 

The environmental audit must be in line with regulation 34 and appendix 7 of the EIA Regulations and specify 

whether conditions of this EA and an approved EMPr are adhered to” 

This Environmental Audit Report (EAR) report seeks to fulfil the annual audit requirement and covers the 

period from March 2024 to September 2025. The EAR is to be submitted to the Competent Authority (CA) 

i.e., the Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources (DMPR).  

A site inspection was undertaken on 10 September 2025 by Monique van der Westhuizen and Stephen 

Tarlton from Prime Resources.  

1.4 Disclaimer 

Prime Resources has expressed due and diligent care to comprehensively evaluate the compliance of 

activities and operations undertaken at the project by the Holder with the stated licence-/s, standard-/s or 

authorisation-/s against which the audit was conducted, for the period under review. It is noted, however, 

that the audit relies on findings made during a single site inspection, substantiated with information supplied 

by the Holder for the period under review. It is assumed that all data provided by Gold One Africa is true 

and correct. The possibility is acknowledged that areas of partial and-/or non-conformance were either not 

observed during the site inspection or did not come to light from a review of the data provided. The onus 

lies with those responsible to use the precautionary principle to address potential deviations or non-

compliances that were not identified in this report and to implement all legislated and permitted license 

conditions.   

The scope of this audit does not include a comprehensive legal, Occupational Health and Safety, or Mine 

Health and Safety compliance audit. 

1.5 Declaration of independence 

As the appointed external auditor, Prime Resources has no other beneficial interest in the Ventersburg 

Project as pertains to the undertaking of this assignment other than fair remuneration in accordance with 

normal professional environmental consulting practice. The conclusions and opinions expressed in this report 

are entirely those of Prime Resources and are based wholly upon the information described throughout this 

report. 
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It is hereby declared that the environmental consultants, scientists, and engineers under the employ of 

Prime Resources, insofar as the undertaking of this assignment: 

• Act as an independent auditor and that neither myself nor Prime Resources has any business, financial, 

personal, or other interest in this project other than fair remuneration for undertaking services related 

to the environmental audit. 

• Undertake the services related to the audit in an objective manner, even if this results in findings and 

recommendations that are not favourable to our client. 

• There are no circumstances that will compromise the objectivity and independence in undertaking this 

work. 

• Have the necessary expertise and experience to conduct this environmental audit, including knowledge 

of the relevant legislation. 

• Have not, and will not, engage in conflicting interests in the undertaking of the audit. 

• All information furnished for the audit is true and correct at the time of compiling the report. 

Authors Reviewer 

Monique van der Westhuizen 

Environmental Scientist  

Gené Main 

Principal Environmental Consultant  

Pr. Sci. Nat.: 400370; EAPASA: 2019/1257 

  

Stephen Tarlton  

Senior Environmental Scientist  

Pr. Sci. Nat.: 115011 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Background and location  

The Ventersburg Gold Mine is a proposed underground mining operation including an on-site processing 

plant and supporting infrastructure. The Project is situated between the towns of Ventersburg and 

Hennenman, on portions of the farms Klippan 77, La Rochelle 760, Uitsig 723, Vogelsrand 720, and Whites 

747 in the Free State Province (Figure 1 and Figure 2).   

Gold One Africa has been granted a Mining Right (MR) for gold, uranium and associated precious metals in 

terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, No. 28 of 2002 (MPRDA) (MR ref. no.: FS 

10036 MR), and has received an Integrated Environmental Authorisation (IEA) for activities listed in terms 

of the National Environmental Management Act, No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA) Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) Regulations (GNR982 of 2014, as amended) and the National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 

No 59 of 2008 (NEM:WA), as amended (IEA Ref. FS 30/5/1/2/3/2/1 (10036) EM). 

The Ventersburg Project remains in its pre-construction phase, and no mining activities have yet 

commenced. The site is farmland, with no surface infrastructure constructed or waste-related activities 

undertaken.  

 
Figure 1. Ventersburg Gold Mine project area and Mining Right Area 

2.2 Project description 

The Ventersburg Gold Mine is anticipated to have a life of mine (LoM) of 17 years. The surface infrastructure 

will consist mainly of a shaft area and mining infrastructure, processing plant, a waste rock dump (WRD) 

and tailings storage facility (TSF), including storm water management measures for each of the surface 



Gold One Africa (Pty) Ltd: Ventersburg Gold Mine – Annual External EAR  March 2024 – September 2025 

Prime Resources (Pty) Ltd  5 
Ref. 251737 

infrastructure components. A water treatment plant will treat excess underground water, which will then be 

pumped to a discharge point at the Rietspruit. 

The construction phase of the mine is envisaged to be four years. A period of one year has been assumed 

for decommissioning and rehabilitation. All surface infrastructure will be removed apart from the TSF, WRD 

and residual pollution control facilities. The area where the proposed surface infrastructure is to be removed 

will be rehabilitated to be able to support a suitable land use based on the land capability and planning 

objectives for the area i.e., grazing land. 

At the time of writing (September 2025), construction had not yet commenced.  

 
Figure 2. Ventersburg mining area and surface infrastructure (as per 2017 submission) 

Note: The EIA for the Project was undertaken during 2016/2017 and submitted in June 2017, and again in 

September 2017, addressing comments made by the DMPR. No changes were made to the project 

description or layout for the September 2017 submission. The IEA was granted in January 2018. 

As a parallel process, the Water Use Licence Application (WULA) was submitted in 2017 following several 

recommendations by the Department of Water and Sanitation. The final submission in November 2019 

includes a slightly revised layout of the surface infrastructure, to avoid the 500 m regulated zone around 

wetlands. Refer to Figure 3 and Figure 4. A Water Use Licence (WUL) was granted in February 2021. 

There has been no update to the EMPr to date to account for the revised layout of surface infrastructure as 

per Figure 4. This audit is based on the September 2017 EMPr submission and will include in its 

recommendations that the EMPr must be updated prior to construction to reflect the revised layout of 

infrastructure and to ensure that it aligns with the final WULA submitted in November 2019.  
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2.3 Prospecting 

According to Gold One Africa, exploration drilling was undertaken during 2022. Core samples were drilled in 

22 locations; the holes were cased, sealed and rehabilitated after drilling. No exploration drilling was being 

undertaken at the time of the site visit and compilation of this audit. Should drilling be undertaken at the 

time of the next audit, IEA and EMPr actions to manage exploration activities must be considered and 

assessed.  
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Figure 3. Surface infrastructure showing regulated area of wetlands (500 m) (as per 2017 WULA submission and aligning with EMPr) 
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Figure 4. Revised surface infrastructure layout showing regulated area of wetlands (500 m) (as per final 2019 WULA submission) 
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3 LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

3.1 MPRDA (2002) and MPRDA Regulations (2004), as amended 

Previously, Regulation 55 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, No. 28 of 2002 (MPRDA) 

Regulations (GNR527 of 2004) addressed the monitoring and performance assessments of the 

Environmental Management Programme (EMPr). However, this was repealed by amendments to the MPRDA 

Regulations in 2020 (GNR420 of 2020), indicating that the content of Regulation 55 performance 

assessments (audits) is now regulated by Regulations 34 to 37 of the NEMA EIA Regulations. 

3.2 NEMA (1998), as amended and EIA Regulations (2014), as amended 

The CA for this project is the DMPR, Free State Regional Office, regulating in terms of the NEMA and the 

2014 EIA Regulations (GNR982), as amended. 

EIA Regulations 34 to 37 (GNR982 of 2014 as amended) are relevant to the auditing of the IEA and the 

EMPr and are summarised below. The IEA, issued through an integrated environmental process in terms of 

the NEMA, constitutes an Environmental Authorisation (EA) and shall, for all regulatory and compliance 

purposes, be regarded as such. 

Regulation 34. Auditing of compliance with EA, EMPr and closure plan 

(1) The holder of an EA must, for the period during which the EA, EMPr and closure plan remain valid –  

(a) ensure that compliance with the conditions of the EA, EMPr and closure plan, is audited; and  

(b) submit an EAR to the DMPR  

(2) The EAR must –  

(a) be prepared by an independent person with the relevant environmental auditing expertise  

(b) provide verifiable findings, in a structured and systematic manner, on –  

(i) the level of performance against and compliance with the provisions of the EA, EMPr and 

closure plan; and  

(ii) the ability of the measures contained in the EMPr and closure plan, to sufficiently provide for   

the avoidance, management and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the 

undertaking of the activity 

(iii) contain the information set out in Appendix 7 (see Table 3); and 

(iv) be conducted and submitted to the CA at intervals as indicated in the EA.  

(3) The EAR must determine –  

(a) the ability of the EMPr and closure plan to sufficiently provide for the avoidance, management and 

mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the activity on an ongoing 

basis, and with the closure of the facility; and  

(b) the level of compliance with the provisions of EA, EMPr and closure plan.  

(4) Where the findings of the EAR indicate – 

(a) insufficient mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the activity; 

or  

(b) insufficient levels of compliance with the EA, EMPr or closure plan;  

(c) the holder must submit recommendations to amend the EMPr or closure plan in order to rectify 

the shortcomings identified in the EAR.  

(5) When submitting recommendations, such recommendations must have been subjected to a public 

participation process, as agreed with the CA and as appropriate to bring the proposed amendment/s 
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to the attention of potential and registered interested and affected parties (IAPs), for approval by the 

CA.  

(6) Within 7 days of submitting an EAR to the CA, the holder of an EA must notify all potential and 

registered IAPs of the submission of that report, and make such report immediately available –  

(a) to anyone on request; and  

(b) on a publicly accessible website, where the holder has such a website.  

(7) An EAR must contain all information set out in Appendix 7 to these Regulations. 

Table 3. Contents of an Environmental Audit Report in terms of Appendix 7 of the EIA Regulations (2014) 

Reference Requirement 
Section of 

report 

3(1)(a) 
The environmental audit report must contain details of - 
i. The independent person who prepared the environmental audit report; and  
ii. The expertise of the independent person that compiled the environmental audit report 

Section 1.2 

3(1)(b) 
A declaration that the independent auditor is independent in a form as may be specified by 
the competent authority 

Section 1.5 

3(1)(c) 
An indication of the scope of, and the purpose for which, the environmental audit report was 
prepared 

Section 1.3 
and 

Section 4 

3(1)(d) A description of the methodology adopted in preparing the environmental audit report 
Section 4 

and  
Section 5 

3(1)(e) 

An indication of the ability of the EMPr, and where applicable, the closure plan, to 
i. Sufficiently provide for the avoidance, management and mitigation of environmental 

impacts associated with the undertaking and closure of the activity on an ongoing basis 
ii. Ensure compliance with the provisions of the EA, EMPr, and where applicable, the closure 

plan 

Section 6 

3(1)(f) A description of any assumptions made, and any uncertainties or gaps in knowledge Section 5.4 

3(1)(g) 
A description of any consultation process that was undertaken during the course of carrying 
out the environmental audit report 

Section 5.5 

3(1)(j) A summary and copies of any comments that were received during any consultation process Section 5.5 

3(1)(k) Any other information requested by the competent authority Section 5.5 

 

Regulation 35. Amendment of EMPr or closure plan as a result of an audit  

(1) The CA must consider the EAR and amended EMPr and closure plan, and approve such amended EMPr 

and amended closure plan, if it is satisfied that it sufficiently provides for avoidance, management and 

mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the activity, or the closure of 

the facility, and that it has been subjected to an appropriate public participation process.  

(2) Prior to approving an amended EMPr or closure plan, the CA may request such amendments to the 

EMPr or closure plan as it deems appropriate to ensure that the EMPr sufficiently provides for 

avoidance, management and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of 

the activity or to ensure that the closure plan sufficiently provides for avoidance, management and 

mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the closure of the facility. 

Regulation 36. Other amendments of EMPr or closure plan  

(1) Where an amendment is required to the impact management actions of an EMPr, such amendments 

may immediately be affected by the holder and reflected in the next EAR submitted as contemplated 

in the EA and regulation 34.  

(2) Where an amendment to the impact management outcomes or objectives of an EMPr or an amendment 

of the closure objectives of a closure plan is required before an audit is required in terms of the EA, 

an EMPr or closure plan may be amended on application by the holder of the EA.  
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Regulation 37. Amendment of EMPr or closure plan on application by holder of EA  

(1) Where the holder of an EA identifies amendments to the impact management outcomes or objectives 

of the EMPr or amendments to the closure objectives of the closure plan before an audit is required in 

terms of the EA, such holder must notify the CA of its intention to amend the EMPr or closure plan at 

least 60 days prior to submitting such amendments to the EMPr or closure plan to the CA for approval.  

(2) The holder of the EA must invite comments on the proposed amendments to the impact management 

outcomes or objectives of the EMPr or amendments to the closure objectives of the closure plan from 

potential IAPs, including the CA, by using any of the methods provided for in the Act for a period of at 

least 30 days.  

(3) Reasonable alternative methods, as agreed to by the CA, to invite comments may be used in those 

instances where a person desires but is unable to participate in the process due to –  

(a) illiteracy 

(b) disability, or  

(c) any other disadvantage.  

(4) The invitation to comment must include an indication that any comments to the proposed amendments 

must be submitted to the holder of the EA within 30 days of such invitation. 

(5) If no comments are received, the holder of the EA may amend the EMPr or closure plan in accordance 

with its intention and submit the amended EMPr or closure plan to the CA for approval within 60 days 

of inviting comments.  

(6) Prior to approving an amended EMPr or closure plan contemplated in sub-regulation (5), the CA may 

request such amendments to the EMPr or closure plan as it deems appropriate to ensure that the EMPr 

sufficiently provides for avoidance, management and mitigation of environmental impacts associated 

with the undertaking of the activity or to ensure that the closure plan sufficiently provides for 

avoidance, management and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the closure of the 

facility.  

(7) If comments are submitted to the holder of the EA, such holder must submit such comments to the 

CA, including responses to such comments, together with the proposed amended EMPr or closure plan.  

(8) The CA must, within 30 days of receipt of the information consider such information and issue a 

decision to approve the amended EMPr or closure plan or not.  

(9) After the CA has reached a decision, the CA must, within 5 days –  

(a) provide the holder of the EA with its decision, including the amended EMPr or closure plan if the 

decision was to approve the amended EMPr or closure plan, as well as reasons for the decision  

(b) draw the attention of the holder of the EA to the fact that an appeal may be lodged against the 

decision in terms of the National Appeals Regulations; and  

(c) instruct the holder of the EA to, within 14 days of the date of the decision, inform the parties who 

submitted comments on the decision, to the fact that an appeal may be lodged against the decision 

in terms of the National Appeals Regulations. 
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4 PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE EAR 

The EAR is focused on compliance with measures and conditions of the: 

• Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and the EMPr for the Ventersburg Gold Mine, dated 

September 2017. DMPR reference FS 30/5/1/2/2/1036 MR. 

• IEA issued to Gold One Africa on 9 January 2018 in terms of the NEMA (as amended), the EIA 

Regulations of 2014 (as amended), and the NEM:WA Regulations of 2013 (as amended).  

A Rehabilitation and Closure Plan was compiled in 2017 and approved as part of the EMPr. Construction has 

yet to commence; therefore, compliance with the Rehabilitation and Closure Plan is not currently applicable.  

4.1 Objectives 

In terms of Appendix 7 of the NEMA EIA Regulations (2014), the EAR must provide recommendations 

regarding the need to amend the EMPr. The objectives of the EAR are to –  

• Report on the level of compliance with the conditions of the EA and the EMPr, and the extent to which 

the avoidance, management and mitigation measures provided for in the EMPr achieve the objectives 

and outcomes of the EMPr 

• Identify and assess any new impacts and risks  

• Evaluate the effectiveness of the EMPr  

• Identify shortcomings in the EMPr, and  

• Identify the need for any changes to the measures provided for in the EMPr. 

4.2 Content 

Table 3 outlines the required information to be provided in an EAR as per Appendix 7 of the EIA Regulations. 

4.3 Frequency of reporting 

According to Regulation 34 of the NEMA EIA Regulations (2014), the EAR must be conducted and submitted 

to the CA at intervals as indicated in the IEA. The Ventersburg Gold Mine IEA requires that an EAR be 

compiled by an independent specialist and submitted to the DMPR annually, as required in terms of Section 

24Q of the NEMA. 
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5 ASSESSMENT OF COMPLIANCE 

Gold One Africa appointed Prime Resources as the independent, external environmental consultant to 

conduct this annual external compliance audit for the proposed Ventersburg Gold Mine.  

The following was used as a procedure for the compliance assessment: 

• Generation of a checklist containing all the commitments and conditions indicated in the IEA and the 

EMPr 

• Consideration of compliance with the commitments and conditions  

• A review of relevant documentation  

• Interviews with mine personnel, where necessary, to confirm the assessment. 

5.1 Audit period 

This audit is applicable for the period from March 2024 to September 2025. The previous annual audit 

covered the period from January 2022 to March 2024.  

5.2 Site inspection 

A physical site inspection was undertaken on 10 September 2025 by Monique van der Westhuizen and 

Stephen Tarlton from Prime Resources. Photographs from the site visit are available in Table 12.  

5.3 Documents reviewed 

The following documentation was reviewed during the current audit.  

Table 4. Documentation reviewed 

Document title Date Author 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report and 
Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) Report  

September 2017 
Prime Resources – EIA and EMPr 

Appendices from various specialists 

Integrated Environmental Authorisation  January 2018 DMPR 

Financial Provision  November 2024  Umhlaba Environmental Consulting CC 

 

5.4 Assumptions, uncertainties, and knowledge gaps 

It is assumed that all documentation provided to the auditor is correct and that the holder of the authorisation 

will correct any inaccurate interpretations of the documentation during the report review process. Where 

assumptions and uncertainties occurred during the audit, these have been described in the audit checklist 

Appendix 1 and Appendix 2. Furthermore, it is noted that:   

• The findings recorded in this report are limited to the timeframe during which the audit was 

undertaken. 

• Where insufficient evidence of compliance was provided, the relevant condition was marked as partially 

or non-compliant until that evidence was produced. Conditions previously rated as partially compliant 

in earlier audits are considered long-standing and have been classified as non-compliant until fully 

rectified. In cases where immediate action is not deemed critical, the condition may remain partially 

compliant based on the auditor’s assessment of its urgency. 

• No monitoring of environmental conditions was undertaken as part of this audit; all monitoring data 

reported in this report were supplied by the holder of the authorisation and are assumed to be accurate.   
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5.5 Consultation and comments received 

No consultation with Interested and Affected Parties (IAPs) was undertaken during the process of compiling 

this audit report. No comments were therefore received from IAPs for inclusion in the report. The CA has 

not requested any specific information to be included in the report.  

5.6 Scoring system 

The performance of the site is audited in terms of Prime Resources’ rating system, with the final score 

calculated and presented as a percentage. An average compliance score is determined from which the overall 

compliance percentage is determined.  

Table 5. Prime Resource's compliance scoring system 

Description Compliance rating Acronym 

Not compliant 0 NC 

Partially compliant 1 PC 

Fully compliant 2 C 

Not applicable / not audited - NA 

 

5.7 Audit findings and compliance results 

As construction for the Ventersburg Project has not yet commenced, many of the conditions of the IEA and 

EMPr do not apply to the project, and the project’s compliance with respect to these conditions can only be 

assessed once construction and operation activities commence.  

The external compliance audit identified 27 applicable conditions. The remaining conditions were considered 

“not applicable” and have been excluded from the audit score. Each condition was evaluated for its level of 

compliance based on a review of the documentation provided by Gold One Africa, visual observations made 

by Prime Resources personnel during the September 2025 site visit, and discussions held with 

representatives of Gold One Africa in September 2025. The individual scores and detailed commentary for 

each condition of the IEA and EMPr are provided in Appendix 1 and Appendix 2, respectively.  

Overall, the site is 87.5 % compliant with the applicable conditions of IEA (Table 6), and 85.7 % compliant 

with the applicable conditions of EMPr (Table 7). The compliance status of the Ventersburg Gold Mine, as 

well as its previous audit compliance scores, is summarised in Table 8.    

Table 6. IEA status indicator  

Total Status indicator Action 

85 – 100% Green ✓ Minor improvements required 

65 – 84% Orange  Improvements required 

0 – 64% Red  Major improvements required 

 

Table 7. EMPr status indicator  

Total Status indicator Action 

85 – 100% Green ✓ Minor improvements required 

65 – 84% Orange  Improvements required 

0 – 64% Red  Major improvements required 
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Table 8. Overall compliance in terms of the IEA and EMPr 

Description 

IEA EMPr 

Jan 2018 – 

Nov 2021 
Jan 2022 –  

Mar 2024 
Mar 2024 – 

Sep 2025 

Jan 2018 – 

Nov 2021 
Jan 2022 –  

Mar 2024 
Mar 2024 – 

Sep 2025 

No. of auditable, relevant conditions 18 20 20 6 7 7 

∑ Total compliance score 30 35 35 10 12 12 

Maximum possible score  36 40 40 12 14 14 

Compliance Percentage (%) 83.3 % 87.5 % 87.5 % 83.3 % 85.7 % 85.7 % 

 

The total straight compliance, i.e., unweighted / unscored compliance, of the applicable conditions in terms 

of the IEA and the EMPr is illustrated in Figures 5 to 7. 

Updates regarding the previous partial and non-compliances noted during the previous annual reporting 

period (January 2022 to March 2024) are summarised in Table 9 and Table 11.     

Newly identified partial and non-compliances for the present audit period (March 2024 to September 2025) 

are detailed in Table 10. Comments shown in red text indicate recommendations or commitments that 

require implementation or further attention. No new partial compliances or non-compliances were recorded 

for the EMPr during this period.  

 
Figure 5. Unweighted compliance status of the audited IEA conditions (current audit period) 
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Figure 6. Unweighted compliance status of the audited EMPr conditions (current audit period) 

 

 
Figure 7. Unweighted compliance status of all audited conditions (current and previous audit periods)
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Table 9. Follow-up on the previous partial and non-compliances of the IEA compliance audit 

No. IEA condition 

Previous audit period 

Jan 2022 – Mar 2024 

Current audit period 

Mar 2024 – Sep 2025 

Comments / Recommendations Compliance Comments / Recommendations Compliance 

Annexure II: Departmental standard conditions  

5. Reporting to the Department 

5.1 The holder of the IEA must: 

5.1.1 

Submit an Environmental Audit Report to this Department 
annually and such report must be done by an independent 
person with relevant environmental audit expertise to 
compile an environmental audit report. The environmental 
audit must be in line with regulation 34 and appendix 7 of 
the EIA Regulations and specify whether conditions of this 
EA and an approved EMPr are adhered to 

Audits were not conducted on an annual 
basis as required. Instead, the audit 
periods covered January 2018 to 
November 2021, and January 2022 to 
March 2024, resulting in gaps where no 
annual report was prepared or 
submitted. 

PC 

This report serves as the EAR. It covers 
the period from March 2024 to 
September 2025. The previous EAR 
covered the period from January 2022 to 
March 2024.  

C 

7. Emergency preparedness plan 

7.1.4 Industrial action, and  
The EPRP does not address industrial 
action. 

NC 

The current Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Plan (EPRP), as included in 
the EMPr, does not address industrial 
action and has not been updated since 
its initial inclusion in the EMPr.  

It is recommended that a 
comprehensive, standalone EPRP be 
compiled for the site prior to the 
commencement of construction. The 
updated plan must specifically include 
provisions for managing industrial action, 
labour unrest, and related risks, 
alongside other emergency scenarios. 

NC 

7.1.5 
Contact details of police, ambulances, and any emergency 
centre closer to the site 

The EPRP does not contain contact 
details for the local police, ambulance or 
emergency centre 

NC 

The EPRP does not contain contact 
details for the local police, ambulance or 
emergency centre.  

A standalone EPRP must be compiled 
prior to construction. It should include 
updated contact details for all relevant 
emergency services, be displayed on site 
and communicated during inductions, 
and be reviewed and updated at least 
every two years. 

NC 
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Table 10. New partial and non-compliances noted in the IEA compliance current audit 

No. IEA condition 
Mar 2024 – Sep 2025 

Compliance 
Comments / Recommendations 

Annexure II: Departmental standard conditions  

Reporting to the department 

1.4 

Where any of the holder of the IEA contact details change 
including name of the responsible person, physical or 
postal address / or telephonic details, the holder of the 
IEA must notify the Department as soon as the new 
details become known to the holder of the IEA. 

No changes to ownership, premises, or legal status occurred during the audit review period. 
However, the postal address, head office address, and legal name of the entity holding the IEA 
have been amended, and formal notification has not yet been provided to the DMPR. 

• Legal name: Changed from Gold One Africa Ltd to Gold One Africa (Pty) Ltd. 
• Postal address: Changed from Private Bag X17, Weltevreden Park, Johannesburg, 1715 to  

Postnet Suite 002, Private Bag X5, Strubens Valley, Gauteng, 1735. 
• Head office address: Changed from 2nd Floor, Unit B001, Block B, Knightsbridge Office 

Development, 33 Sloane Street, Bryanston, Johannesburg to Constantia Office Park, Building 

17, Cycad House, Ground Floor, Corner 14th Avenue and Hendrik Potgieter Road, Weltevreden 

Park, Roodepoort, Johannesburg, 1709.  

Gold One Africa should formally notify the DMPR of the updated postal address, head office 
address, and legal name of the entity to ensure that the Department’s records remain accurate 
and up to date. 

PC 
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Table 11. Follow-up on the previous partial and non-compliances of the EMPr compliance audit  

No. EMPr commitment 

Previous audit period   

Jan 2022 – Mar 2024  

Current audit period  

Mar 2024 – Sep 2025  

Comments / Recommendations Compliance Comments / Recommendations Compliance 

Water management measures 

111 
Water quality analysis, biomonitoring and sediment quality 
analysis must be conducted as detailed in the Hydrology 
Monitoring Programme. 

A comprehensive water monitoring 
programme (WMP) was submitted on 21 
July 2021. An updated programme was 
submitted on 29 September 2021. A 
biomonitoring programme and report 
were submitted on 29 September 2021. 
A baseline water monitoring report was 
compiled for the dry season and 
submitted on 29 September 2021. Wet 
season baseline monitoring was 
undertaken and submitted in February 
2022. An updated Environmental 
Assessment and Monitoring Programme 
incorporating bio-monitoring and eco-
toxicology data was submitted on 9 May 
2022.  

PC 

A WMP was submitted to the DWS on 21 
July 2021. An updated programme was 
submitted on 29 September 2021. A 
biomonitoring programme and report 
were submitted on 29 September 2021. 
A baseline water monitoring report was 
compiled for the dry season and 
submitted on 29 September 2021. Wet 
season baseline monitoring was 
undertaken and submitted in February 
2022. An updated Environmental 
Assessment and Monitoring Programme 
incorporating bio-monitoring and eco-
toxicology data was submitted on 9 May 
2022.  

Sediment sampling for metal analysis 
was not undertaken and should be 
undertaken once prior to construction.  

NA 

Biodiversity management measures 

155 

Appoint a botanist to compile an alien invasive species 
monitoring and eradication plan for alien and invasive 
species present on site requiring control (possibly Cirsium 

vulgare (Savi) Ten., Pyracantha cf coccinea M.Roem., 
Tamarix chinensis Lour., Verbena bonariensis L. and 

Xanthium spinosum L.) based on the findings of the 
survey and submit the plan to DESTEA for approval. 

An Alien Invasive Plant (AIP) 
management and monitoring plan was 
submitted to the DWS in support of the 
WUL on 29 March 2021.  

PC 

 

An AIP management and monitoring plan 
was submitted to the DWS on 29 March 
2021.  

This plan should also be submitted to the 
Department of Economic, Small Business 
Development, Tourism and 
Environmental Affairs (DESTEA) for 
approval. 

PC 
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5.8 Site photographs 

Table 12. Site photographs (10 September 2025) 

Photo Sheet 

 
Figure 8. Livestock feeding at a trough 

 
Figure 9. Field for livestock grazing 

 
Figure 10. Undeveloped farmland  

 
Figure 11. Non-perennial pan in foreground and 

landowner’s residence (background) 

 
Figure 12. Farming equipment to support the 

agricultural activities  

 
Figure 13. Regional road (R70) opposite the farm’s 
entrance, with a view of the Phomolong Community  
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Photo Sheet 

 
Figure 14. Entrance gate to Farm Klippan 

 
Figure 15. Ploughed fields where most of the surface 

development infrastructure will be located 

 
Figure 16. Non-perennial pan  

 
Figure 17. Proposed groundwater monitoring 

borehole EUB-26 (north of TSF) 

 
Figure 18. Undeveloped farmland within the proposed 

TSF footprint 

 
Figure 19. Proposed monitoring borehole EUB-23 

(upstream of TSF) 
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6 ADEQUACY OF THE EMPR 

The EMPr is considered effective, but this cannot be confirmed as no activities were taking place at the time 

of the site visit. No new risks or impacts were identified during the site visit, nor were any shortcomings 

identified in the EMPr. 

Updates to the site layout have been undertaken since the approval of the EMPr to place infrastructure out 

of the 500 m regulated zone of wetlands, for the purposes of the WULA. The EMPr should be updated to 

reflect these minor changes to the layout prior to the project commencing.  
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7 FINANCIAL PROVISION AND REHABILITATION 

The latest annual revision of the financial provision was undertaken by Umhlaba Environmental Consulting 

CC in November 2024 and submitted to the DMPR on 29 November 2024, in line with the requirements of 

the NEMA Financial Provisioning Regulations (GN1147 of 2015). Prior to this, a Rehabilitation Plan for the 

Ventersburg Gold Mine was prepared and submitted in December 2021 (Prime Resources, 2021). No activity 

has commenced on site to result in additional environmental liabilities. Since construction activities had not 

yet begun, it was motivated that the content of the initial assessments and first revision was still relevant, 

and the respective amounts could be increased by inflation. 

Table 13 reflects the 2017 (original) financial provision for the Project, and the subsequent updates in 2021, 

2023, and 2024.  

Table 13. Financial provision calculations for closure of Ventersburg Gold Mine 

2017 2021 2023 2024 

R 127,601,945 R 150,804,134 R 171,011,888 R 175,988,424 
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8 RECOMMENDATIONS AND ACTIONS 

8.1 EMPr recommendation report 

Regulation 34 of the NEMA EIA Regulations (2014) requires the holder of the EA to submit recommendations 

to amend the EMPr or closure plan where findings of the EAR indicate: 

• Insufficient mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the activity 

• Insufficient levels of compliance with the EA or EMPr. 

Based on the findings of the audit, no recommendation for the amendment is proposed in terms of Regulation 

35 of the EIA Regulations (Section 3.2). However, with the amendments to the site layout to satisfy the 

WULA requirements, it is recommended that the EMPr be amended in accordance with Regulation 36(2) of 

the EIA Regulations.  

These changes do not trigger any new listed activities in terms of the NEMA, nor do they present any 

additional or significant environmental or social impacts. Once amended, the EMPr should be submitted to 

the DMPR for approval prior to the project entering the construction phase. While these updates are not 

subject to a formal public participation process, registered IAPs should be notified to ensure transparency 

and to maintain good stakeholder relations. This notification process should be completed prior to 

construction.  

8.2 Recommended actions 

The audit identified several commitments and conditions that should be addressed prior to construction, but 

may not yet be relevant, considering the unknown timeframe for construction. These actions are not 

considered non-compliant or partially compliant at present but must be addressed timeously to avoid delays 

and to ensure compliance once construction commences. Timeframes for construction must be determined.  

As per condition 3.45 of the IEA, the authorisation is valid for ten years, provided that commencement of 

the activity occurs before January 2028. It is therefore imperative that construction planning aligns with 

statutory validity periods and environmental commitments. Construction actions should be planned to align 

with the following commitments: 

8.2.1 One to two years prior to construction 

• Obtain approval for minor layout changes to the EMPr (Section 8.1) to satisfy the WULA requirements 

in terms of Regulation 36(2) of the EIA Regulations. 

• Initiate air quality monitoring at least one year prior to construction to establish a robust ambient air 

quality baseline dataset. 

• Collect additional radiological baseline data at least two years before mining commences and prepare 

a comprehensive application for submission to the National Nuclear Regulator (NNR). 

• Implement visual screening commitments (e.g., planting of trees and vegetative buffers) to allow 

sufficient time for establishment and effectiveness. 

• Undertake an updated socio-economic baseline survey to inform livelihood restoration, in-migration 

planning, and community development strategies. 

8.2.2 Prior to commencement of construction  

• Prepare an Annual Rehabilitation Plan for the Ventersburg Gold Mine in accordance with the NEMA 

Financial Provisioning Regulations (GN1147 of 2015). 
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• Install a weather station on site to support environmental monitoring and compliance reporting.   

• Compile and integrate relevant archaeological awareness material into the Environmental Awareness 

Plan to sensitise staff and contractors. 

• Undertake a summer botanical survey to confirm the presence of protected species and secure 

relocation permits under the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act (Act No. 10 of 

2004). Compile a fire management plan to address risks associated with veld fires. 

• Submit the Alien Invasive Plant (AIP) management and monitoring plan compiled in 2021 to the 

Department of Economic, Small Business Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (DESTEA) 

for approval.  

• Conduct aquatic biomonitoring prior to construction, including sediment sampling for metals analysis. 

• Undertake a structural survey of nearby buildings and infrastructure prior to any blasting to avoid 

liability for potential damage. 

• Finalise agreements with landowners to secure access and address land use rights. 

• Develop and finalise livelihood restoration measures for farmworkers and other affected parties. 

• Establish a Stakeholder Engagement Plan and grievance mechanism and communicate these to IAPs. 

• The fenced boundary of the social buffer must be established. 

• Compile recruitment and procurement policies, ensuring prioritisation of local labour and service 

providers. 

• Develop an In-migration Management Plan in consultation with the local municipality to mitigate 

associated social pressures. 

• Relevant documentation must be put in place to ensure an adequate grievance management / 

complaints procedure, health awareness programmes, procedures for reporting illegal mining, ongoing 

communication with communities, and good relationships with employees.  

• Ensure formal notification is submitted to the DMPR regarding the following amendments: 

o Change of legal name from Gold One Africa Ltd to Gold One Africa (Pty) Ltd. 

o Change of postal address from Private Bag X17, Weltevreden Park, Johannesburg, 1715 to PostNet 

Suite 002, Private Bag X5, Strubens Valley, Gauteng, 1735. 

o Change of head office address from 2nd Floor, Unit B001, Block B, Knightsbridge Office 

Development, 33 Sloane Street, Bryanston, Johannesburg to Constantia Office Park, Building 17, 

Cycad House, Ground Floor, Corner 14th Avenue and Hendrik Potgieter Road, Weltevreden Park, 

Roodepoort, Johannesburg, 1709. 

• Existing locally sourced accommodation for employees and contractors must be considered. 

• Environmental awareness training material must be compiled and put in place.  

• Gold One Africa must bear in mind the requirements for road and intersection upgrades, as well as 

relevant pedestrian crossings and appropriate notification signage. 

• A standalone Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan (EPRP) should be compiled that includes 

industrial action and emergency services contact details.  

• Gold One Africa must take note of the requirement for an amendment to the land use zoning, which 

must be finalised prior to construction.  
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9 CONCLUSION 

Prime Resources (Pty) Ltd conducted the annual external compliance audit for the Ventersburg Gold Mine in 

September 2025 in accordance with the legislative requirements of the National Environmental Management 

Act, No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA). The audit included a site inspection and a review of relevant documentation.  

This external Environmental Audit Report (EAR) evaluates compliance with the conditions of the Integrated 

Environmental Authorisation (IEA), approved on 9 September 2018, as well as the commitments outlined in 

the Environmental Management Programme (EMPr). The final EAR will be submitted to the Department of 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources (DMPR) in the Free State, in accordance with Condition 5.1.1 of the IEA. 

In compliance with Regulation 34 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (2014), Gold One 

Africa (Pty) Ltd is further required to notify all potential and registered Interested and Affected Parties (IAPs) 

within seven days of submission and to make the report available on its publicly accessible website and to 

any person on request. 

During the audit review period (March 2024 to September 2025), the Project remained in its pre-construction 

phase. Many IEA conditions and EMPr commitments are related to subsequent project phases (construction, 

operation, and closure). These conditions and commitments were therefore not yet applicable and could not 

be meaningfully assessed in terms of Section 3.2. These will be assessed in future audits once the relevant 

project phases commence. The audit thus focused on applicable requirements and preparatory measures.  

A total of 111 IEA conditions and 286 EMPr commitments were evaluated. Overall compliance with the IEA 

was assessed at 87.5 %, and compliance with the EMPr was found to be 85.7 %. No new non-compliances 

were identified during the reporting period. 

Of the 20 auditable IEA conditions, two were considered non-compliant and one was partially compliant: 

• The Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan (EPRP) was found to be non-compliant, as it does 

not address industrial action nor provide the contact details of local police, ambulance, or emergency 

services. These findings were also noted in the previous audit period. This accounted for both non-

compliant conditions. 

• One condition was assessed as partially compliant due to a failure to formally notify the DMPR of the 

updated legal name, postal address, and head office address.  

Seven EMPr commitments were relevant to current activities. Two of these were assessed as partially 

compliant in both the previous and current audits: 

• Water quality analysis and biomonitoring were undertaken as part of baseline monitoring programmes; 

however, sediment sampling required under the monitoring programme was not conducted. 

• An Alien Invasive Plant (AIP) Management and Monitoring Plan was prepared and submitted to the 

Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) in support of the WUL, but the plan has not yet been 

submitted to the Department of Economic, Small Business Development, Tourism and Environmental 

Affairs (DESTEA) for approval. 

To rectify these gaps, the following actions are recommended:   

• Develop a standalone EPRP prior to construction, with specific provisions for industrial action and 

complete contact details for local emergency services. 

• Formally notify the DMPR of the updated legal name, postal address, and head office address. 

• Complete outstanding commitments, including sediment sampling and submission of the AIP 

Management and Monitoring Plan to the DESTEA for approval. 
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The audit did not identify the need for substantive amendments to the EMPr; however, minor updates are 

recommended to align with the revised site layout and the WUL requirements prior to construction.  

It is further noted that, in terms of Condition 3.45 of the IEA, the authorisation remains valid for ten years, 

provided that commencement of the activity occurs before January 2028. Should construction not commence 

before this date, the IEA may lapse, which could prevent the lawful commencement of mining activities 

associated with the Mining Right. It is therefore imperative that the proponent finalises planning timeframes, 

secures outstanding approvals (including EMPr amendments), and initiates construction within the validity 

period of the IEA to avoid the risk of expiry. 

Overall, compliance levels were found to be generally satisfactory for the Project in its pre-construction 

phase. While no major risks of environmental impact were identified, the audit highlights the importance of 

addressing outstanding preparatory actions. The implementation of the above recommendations, together 

with those outlined in Section 8, will strengthen compliance, reduce the risk of future non-conformances, 

and support the sustainable development of the Project. 

Compliance will be re-assessed during the next annual audit in 2026, in accordance with the prescribed 

conditions of the IEA.  
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IEA Compliance Checklist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



No. I EA condit ion
Com m ents /  Act ions

(Red text  indicates points for act ion pr ior to const ruct ion)

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 2  -  2 0 2 4

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 4  -  2 0 2 5

Audit

Score

1
The rem oval of topsoil and vegetat ion m ust  be lim ited to the st r ips act ively being m ined,

stockpiles and loading areas and access roads

No const ruct ion or m ining act ivit ies have com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion

phase;  the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

2
Dust  suppression m ust  be undertaken through water spraying and it  m ust  be done on a regular

basis to prevent  dust
Act ivit ies result ing in the potent ial generat ion of dust  have not  com m enced. NA NA -

3
The listed act ivit ies m ust  be undertaken at  the alternat ive site as the protected plant  species is

dom inant  at  the proposed m ining area

Listed act ivit ies have not  yet  com m enced on site. The reference to a protected species being

located at  the m ining area is unclear. Only one Protected species (Nerine  spp.)  under Provincial

legislat ion was found within the study area but  this was outside of the infrast ructural footpr int .

NA NA -

4
Proper erosion cont rol m easures m ust  be in place to prevent  runoff from  discharging into the

already m ined area, wet lands and r ivers
NA NA -

5 The m ine m ust  em ploy people from  the local com m unity NA NA -

6
A land use and land developm ent  applicat ion m ust  be subm it ted to the m unicipality in order to

rezone the land from  agricultural land to m ining

Site establishm ent  has not  yet  com m enced. However, Gold One Afr ica m ust  take note of the

requirem ent  for an am endm ent to the land use zoning,  which m ust  be finalised pr ior to

const ruct ion.

NA NA -

7
The m ine m ust  appoint  the qualified botanist  to ident ify plant  species of conservat ion concern

which m ay be im pacted
NA NA -

8
The m ine m ust  obtain the relocat ion perm it  for conservat ion species that  m ay need to be

relocated to a registered conservat ion area
NA NA -

9
An integrated Water Use Licence ( IWUL)  m ust  be obtained from  the Departm ent  of Water and

Sanitat ion (DWS)  prior to the com m encem ent  of the act ivit ies

A Water Use Licence (WUL) has been issued by the Departm ent  of Water and Sanitat ion (DWS)

(Reference 08/ C42J/ ACFGI J/ 10323) , confirm ing authorisat ion of the relevant  water uses.
C C 2

10

1.1 The holder of the IEA shall be responsible for ensuring com pliance with the condit ions

contained in the IEA. This includes any person act ing on the holder’s behalf, including but  not

lim ited to an agent , servant , cont ractor, subcont ractor,  em ployee, consultant  or any person

rendering a service to the holder of I EA.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. As such, m ost  of the IEA condit ions are not  applicable.

Responsibilit ies will be cascaded to cont ractors at  proj ect  m obilisat ion.
NA NA -

11

1.2 Any changes to,  or deviat ion from  the proj ect  descr ipt ion set  out  in this I EA m ust  be

approved in writ ing by this Departm ent  before such changes or deviat ion m ay be effected. I n

assessing whether to grant  such approval or not , the Departm ent  m ay request  such inform at ion

as is deem ed necessary to evaluate the significance and im pacts of such changes or deviat ion

and it  m ay be necessary for the holder of the I EA to apply for further authorisat ion in term s of

the EI A Regulat ions.

No changes are being considered for the project . However, som e changes were m ade to the

layout  during the com pilat ion of the Water Use Licence Applicat ion (WULA)  to m ove

infrast ructure largely out  of the 500 m  regulated zone of wet lands. These changes to the layout

are not  reflected in the Environm ental Managem ent  Program m e (EMPr) .  The changes are

considered m inor and have no addit ional im pacts to those assessed in the EMPr, but  an update

to the EMPr will be required to incorporate these changes pr ior  to const ruct ion.

NA NA -

12
1.3 The act iv ity ( ies) , which are authorised, m ay only be carr ied out  at  the property ( ies)

indicated in the I EA and or on the approved EMPr.
No listed act ivit ies have yet  com m enced on site. NA NA -

13

1.4 Where any of the holder of the IEA contact  details change including nam e of the responsible

person, physical or postal address /  or telephonic details, the holder of the IEA m ust  not ify the

Depar tm ent  as soon as the new details becom e known to the holder of the IEA.

No changes to ownership, prem ises, or legal status occurred during the audit  review period.

However, the postal address,  head office address,  and legal nam e of the ent ity holding the I EA

have been am ended, and form al not ificat ion has not  yet  been provided to the Departm ent  of

Mineral and Pet roleum  Resources (DMPR) .

•  Legal nam e:  Changed from Gold One Afr ica Ltd to Gold One Afr ica (Pty)  Ltd .

•  Postal address:  Changed from Private Bag X17, Weltevreden Park, Johannesburg, 1715  to

PostNet  Suite 002, Private Bag X5, St rubens Valley, Gauteng, 1735 .

•  Head office address:  Changed from 2nd Floor, Unit  B001, Block B, Knightsbridge Office

Developm ent , 33 Sloane St reet , Bryanston, Johannesburg  to Constant ia Office Park, Building

17, Cycad House, Ground Floor, Corner 14th Avenue and Hendrik Potgieter Road,  Weltevreden

Park, Roodepoort , Johannesburg, 1709.

Gold One Afr ica should form ally not ify the DMPR of the updated postal address,  head office

address,  and legal nam e of the ent ity to ensure that  the Departm ent 's records rem ain accurate

and up to date.

C PC 1

14
1.5 The IEA does not  negate the responsibilit y of the holder to com ply with any other statutory

requirem ents that  m ay be applicable to the undertaking of such act ivity ( ies)

The holder of the I ntegrated Environm ental Authorisat ion ( IEA)  intends to com ply with relevant

regulatory requirem ents in addit ion to the EA. Rezoning of the land rem ains outstanding and

m ust  be concluded pr ior to the com m encem ent of works.

NA NA -

15
1.6 The holder of I EA m ust  ensure that  al l areas where the authorised act ivit ies occur have

cont rolled access to ensure safety of people and anim als.

No listed act ivit ies have yet  com m enced on site. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;

the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

Site specific EA condit ions

No const ruct ion or m ining act ivit ies have com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion

phase;  the site rem ains undeveloped farm land. Gold One Afr ica m ust  take note of the

requirem ent  for a qualified botanist  to be appointed pr ior to const ruct ion. The botanist  will

ident ify species of conservat ion concern to be rem oved and relocated. Relevant  perm its will be

required ahead of relocat ing these species.

Departm ent standard EA condit ions

1 . Scope of Authorisat ion

No const ruct ion or m ining act ivit ies have com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion

phase;  the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Prim e Resources (Pty)  Ltd
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16
1.7 The holder of I EA m ust  m ake sure that  copies of the IEA and EMPr are always kept  where

the listed act ivity will be undertaken.

No listed act ivit ies have yet  com m enced on site. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;

the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

17
3.1 No m ining related infrast ructure will be located within the 1: 100 year flood line or within

100m  of the Rietspruit  River

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced on site. All infrast ructure has been designed to avoid the

1: 100-year floodline and to rem ain outside the 100 m  regulated zone of the Rietspruit .
NA NA -

18
3.2 Water from  the m ining area and related act iv it ies m ust  be t reated before it  is discharged

into any natural watercourse or water system

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced on site. No discharge of water has taken place, and

t reatm ent requirem ents will only apply once m ining has com m enced.
NA NA -

19
3.3 The design feature character ist ics of the waste rock dum p m ust  be as per the EI AR and

EMPr dated 28
th

 Septem ber 2017

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced on site. The waste rock dum p (WRD) has not  yet  been

const ructed, and this condit ion has not  yet  becom e applicable.
NA NA -

20

3.4 The safety classificat ion for the waste rock m ust  be done in accordance with the South

Afr ican Code of Pract ise for Mine Residue Deposits (SANS 10286: 1998)  and the requirem ents of

Sect ion 3 of GN 527 of the MPRDA

A safety classificat ion has been undertaken for the WRD, with the hazard rat ing determ ined to

be low. The reference to Sect ion 3 is unclear. Part  I I I  of Chapter 2 of GN527 deals with

environm ental regulat ions, including environm ental reports (Scoping and Environm ental I m pact

Assessm ent  [ EIA] , EMPr) , financial provision, m onitor ing and perform ance assessm ents, m ine

closure, all of which have been addressed previously, result ing in the issue of an EA for the

project .

C C 2

21
3.5 Effect ive dust  cont rol m easures m ust  be put  in place to m it igate dust  from  the waste rock

dum p at  all t im es and these m easures m ust  be increased during windy season

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced on site. Dust  cont rol has not  been required,  as no waste

rock or associated infrast ructure has been developed.
NA NA -

22
3.6 Water m onitor ing m ust  be done as per the condit ions set  out  in the water use licence or per

DWS standards

As act iv it ies have not  yet  com m enced, regular water m onitor ing is not  being undertaken. A

com prehensive m onitor ing program m e was subm it ted to the DWS on 9 May 2022. Baseline

groundwater and surface water m onitor ing was conducted in Septem ber 2021 (dry season)  and

February 2022 (wet  season) . These reports were subm it ted to the DWS.

C C 2

23
3.7 Mining and related act ivit ies m ust  be im plem ented and m anaged in a way that  pollut ion and

reduct ion of groundwater is prevented
NA NA -

24
3.8 The design feature character ist ics of the tailings dam  m ust  be done as per the EIAR and

EMPr dated 28
th

 Septem ber 2017
NA NA -

25
3.9 Water from  the return water dam  m ust  be used to assist  with the establishm ent  of

vegetat ion on the tailings dam
NA NA -

26 3.10 Sewage m ust  be m anaged as out lined in the EIAR and EMPr dated 28
th

 Septem ber 2017 NA NA -

27
3.11 Environm ental dam age m ust  be m inim ised to the extent  that  they are acceptable to all

par t ies involved
NA NA -

28
3.12 All other m onitor ing and m it igat ion m easures out lined in the EIAR and EMPr m ust  be

st r ict ly adhered to at  all t im es
NA NA -

29

3.13 The Nat ional Nuclear Regulator (NNR)  m ust  be consulted before com m encem ent  of m ining

and listed act iv it ies and their  recom m endat ions m ust  be st r ict ly adhered to regarding radiat ion

m ater ial

NA NA -

30

3.14 No act ivity is to occur within wet lands and their  100m  buffer zones, within r ivers and their

100m  buffer zones /  1: 100 year flood line without  the necessary authorisat ion under NEMA and

NWA

NA NA -

31
3.15 Protected species m ust  rem ain in situ unt il the necessary perm its are obtained under

NEM: BA
NA NA -

32
3.16 I n order to ensure safety, all em ployees m ust  be given the necessary personnel protect ive

equipm ent  (PPE)  and t raining
NA NA -

33
3.17 This I EA m ust  be provided to the site operator and the requirem ents thereof m ust  be

m ade fully known to him  or her
NA NA -

34

3.18 Hauling routes for const ruct ion vehicles and m achinery m ust  be clearly m arked and

appropriate signalling m ust  be posted to that  effect . Furtherm ore, m ovem ent of const ruct ion

vehicles and m achinery m ust  be rest r icted to areas outside of the drainage line or wet  areas

NA NA -

35

3.19 Appropriate not ificat ion signage m ust  be erected at  the m ining site, warning the public

( residents, visitors, etc)  about the hazard around the m ining site and presence of heavy

vehicles and m achinery

NA NA -

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced on site. There has been no change to the design features

of m ine infrast ructure. The Recom m endat ions sect ion (Sect ion 6.4)  of the Environm ental Audit

Report  (EAR)  reiterates the perm its and authorisat ions that  will be required pr ior to

const ruct ion.

3 . Com m encem ent  of the act ivity ( ies)

Prim e Resources (Pty)  Ltd
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36

3.20 Vegetat ion clearance m ust  be lim ited on areas where the individual act ivit ies will occur,

and m it igat ion m easures m ust  be im plem ented to reduce the r isk of erosion and alien species

invasion.

Vegetat ion clearance has not  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

37

3.21 The holder of the IEA m ust  note that  in term s of the Nat ional Forest  Act  (Act  No. 84 of

1998)  protected plant  species, also listed in m ust  not be cut, disturbed, dam aged, dest royed

and their  products m ust  not  be possessed, collected, rem oved, t ransported, exported, donated,

purchased or sold unless perm ission is granted by the Departm ent  of Agriculture, Forest ry and

Fisheries.

The EMPr requires Gold One Afr ica to appoint  a botanist  to undertake a survey of the site pr ior

to const ruct ion, to determ ine whether any conservat ion im portant  plant  species need to be

relocated.

NA NA -

38

3.2.2 Const ruct ion areas (e.g. m ater ial lay down areas) , topsoil and subsoil m ust  be protected

from  contam inat ion or pollut ion.  Stockpiling m ust  not  take place in drainage lines or areas

where it  will im pede surface water runoff

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced on site. NA NA -

39

3.23 I f any soil contam inat ion is noted at  any phase of the proposed act ivity ( ies) , the

contam inated soil m ust  be rem oved to a licensed waste disposal faci lit y and the site m ust  be

rehabilitated to the sat isfact ion of the Departm ent  and Departm ent  of Water and Sanitat ion.

The oppor tunity for the on site rem ediat ion and re-use of contam inated soil m ust  be

invest igated pr ior to the disposal and this Departm ent m ust  be inform ed in this regard

Machinery and vehicles have not  been m obilised to site. NA NA -

40

3.24 An integrated waste m anagem ent  approach m ust  be im plem ented that  is based on waste

m inim isat ion and m ust  incorporate avoidance, reduct ion, recycling, t reat , reuse and disposal

where appropriate. Uncontam inated rubble generated on the prem ises can be re-used as back

fill ing m ater ial on site. Ensure that  no refuse or rubble generated on the prem ises is placed,

dum ped or deposited on the adjacent  propert ies or public places and open space

Site operat ions have not  com m enced. NA NA -

41

3.2.5 In term s of sect ions 28 and 30 of NEMA, and sect ions 19 and 20 of the Nat ional Water

Act ,  1998 (No. 36 of 1998) , any costs incurred to rem edy environm ental dam age m ust  be borne

by the person responsible for the dam age. I t  is therefore im perat ive that  the holder of the I EA

reads through and understands the legislat ive requirem ents pertaining to the proj ect . I t  is the

holder of IEA’s responsibilit y to take reasonable m easures which include inform ing and

educat ing cont ractors and em ployees about  environm ental r isks of their  work and t raining them

to operate in an environm entally acceptable m anner

The holder of the IEA has undertaken to update the financial provision calculat ion annually

based on inflat ion in order to ensure that  sufficient  funding is available for closure and

rehabilitat ion.

C C 2

42

3.26 Const ruct ion vehicles m ust  be serviced and m aintained in the m anner whereby excessive

sm oke and noise product ion is reduced to acceptable levels, and to prevent  oil leaks.

Contam inated soil m ust  be rem ediated on site or rem oved to an authorised landfill site

NA NA -

43
3.27 Residents ( if any)  on the property ( ies)  and surrounding areas m ust  be inform ed if any

unusual noisy act ivit ies are planned.
NA NA -

44
3.28 Dust  suppression m easures m ust  be im plem ented on all exposed surfaces to m inim ise and

cont rol airborne dust
NA NA -

45

3.29 Mixing of cem ent , concrete, paints, solvent , sealants and adhesive m ust  be done in

specified areas on concrete aprons or on the protected plast ic l inings to contain spillage or

overflow onto soil to avoid contam inat ion of underground water and environm ental dam age

NA NA -

46

3.30 Should any heritage rem ains be exposed during operat ion or any act ions on the site, these

m ust  im m ediately be reported to the South Afr ican Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA)  and in

accordance with the applicable legislat ion. Heritage rem ains uncovered or disturbed during

earthworks m ust  not  be further disturbed unt il the necessary approval has been obtained from

the South Afr ican Heritage Resource Agency (SAHRA) . Heritage rem ains include:  archaeological

rem ains ( including fossil bones and fossil shells) ;  coins;  m iddens;  indigenous and/ or colonial

ceram ics;  any art icles of value or ant iquity m arine shell heaps;  stone art ifacts and bone

rem ains;  st ructures and other built  features;  rock art  and rock engravings;  shipwrecks;  and

graves or unm arked hum an burials. A qualified archaeologist  m ust  be cont racted where

necessary (at  the expense of the com pany and in consultat ion with the relevant  authority)  to

rem ove any hum an rem ains in accordance with the requirem ents of the relevant authority

NA NA -

47
3.31 Care m ust  be taken to ensure that  the m aterial and excavated soil required for backfill ing

are free of contam inat ion from  hydrocarbons
Decom m issioning and closure have not  com m enced. NA NA -

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced on site.
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48

3.32 Hydraulic fluid or chem icals required during const ruct ion m ust  be stored in a concrete

lined surface with bund walls and shall be designed in such a m anner that  any spillage can be

contained and reclaim ed without  any im pact  on the surrounding environm ent . Should any spills

occur it  should be cleaned im m ediately by rem oving spillage together with the polluted solids

and dispose it  in the authorised disposal site perm it ted for such waste. The regional office of

the Departm ent  of Water and Sanitat ion m ust  be not ified within 24 hours of an incident  that

m ay pollute surface and underground water resources

The const ruct ion and operat ional phases have not  com m enced. No incidents in term s of Sect ion

30 of the Nat ional Environm ental Managem ent  Act  (NEMA;  Act  107 of 1998)  have occurred on

site.

NA NA -

49

3.33 Chem ical sanitat ion facilit ies or system s such as toilets that  do not rely on the seepage of

liquids m ust  be provided with a rat io of 1 for every 15 workers. These m ust  be placed such that

they prevent  spills or leaks to the environm ent  and m ust  be m aintained according to the

operat ing inst ruct ions and the content  thereof m ust  be disposed of at  an authorised waste

water t reatm ent  works

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. NA NA -

50

3.34 The holder of I EA m ust  ensure that  any water uses listed in term s of Sect ion 21 of

Nat ional Water Act  m ust  get  authorisat ion from  Departm ent of Water and Sanitat ion pr ior to

the com m encem ent  of such act ivity ( ies)

The holder of the IEA has received a WUL in term s of sect ion 21 of the Nat ional Water Act  (No.

36 of 1998)  -  DWS reference 08/ C42J/ ACFGI J/ 10323.
C C 2

51
3.35 This I EA does not  purport  to absolve the holder of the EA from  its com m on law obligat ions

towards the owner of the surface of land affected

An agreem ent  is in place for the use of the land for explorat ion act ivit ies. An updated

agreem ent  will need to be put  in place pr ior to the Project  being im plem ented.
C C 2

52
3.36 The holder of the I EA m ust  ensure that  rehabilitat ion of the disturbed areas caused by

operat ion at  all t im es com ply with the approved EMPr
No disturbed areas are to undergo rehabilitat ion at  this stage. NA NA -

53
3.37 This I EA m ay be am ended or withdrawn at  any stage for non-com pliance and provides no

relief from  the provisions of any other relevant  statutory or cont ractual obligat ions
The IEA has not  been am ended or withdrawn. NA NA -

54

3.38 The holder of the IEA m ust  note that  in term s Sect ion 43A of the NEM: WA, residue deposit

and residue deposit  m ust  be deposited and m anaged in a prescr ibed m anner on any site

dem arcated for that  purpose in the revised EMPr. No person m ay tem porary or perm anent ly

deposits residue stockpile or residue deposit  on any area or site other than on site indicated on

the revised EMPr

No residue deposits have been const ructed for this Project . NA NA -

55

3.39 The holder to the IEA m ust  note that  in term s of Sect ion 20 of the NEM: WA, no person

m ay com m ence, undertake or conduct  a waste m anagem ent act ivity, except  in accordance with

the requirem ents of norm s and standards determ ined in term s of Sect ion 19(3)  for that

act ivit ies or a waste m anagem ent  licence is issued in respect  of that  act ivity if l icence is

required

No waste m anagem ent  act ivit ies are being undertaken. NA NA -

56
3.40 An appeal under Sect ion 43(7)  of the NEMA suspends an I EA or exem pt ion or any

provisions of condit ions at tached hereto, or any direct ive unless the Minister directs otherwise
NA NA -

57

3.41 Should you be not ified by the Minister of a suspension of the authorisat ion pending appeal

procedure, you m ay not  com m ence with the act ivity ( ies)  unt il such t im e that  the Minister

allows you to com m ence with the act ivity ( ies)  in writ ing

NA NA -

58

3.42 The Departm ent  reserves the r ight  to audit  and/ or inspect  the act ivity ( ies)  w ithout  pr ior

not ificat ion at  any reasonable t im e and at  such frequency as m ay be determ ined by the

Regional Manager

To the auditor ’s knowledge, the Departm ent  has not  undertaken any inspect ions at  the site. NA NA -

59
3.43 The waste storage site m ust  have a firm , im penetrable, chem ical resistant  flood and a roof

to prevent  direct  sunlight  and rain water from  get t ing into contact  with the waste
NA NA -

60

3.44 The storage of hydrocarbons m ust  have bund walls with adequate capacity to contain the

m axim um  volum e that  is stored in the area.  Uncontam inated storm  water m ust  be prevented

from  com ing into contact  with the waste and m ust  be diverted away from  the storage site

NA NA -

61

3.45 Subject  to the com m encem ent  and durat ion requirem ents of the MPRDA and NEMA for the

listed m ining act iv ity is valid for the period for which the aforesaid perm it  is granted provided

that  this act ivity m ust  com m ence within 10 years. I f the com m encem ent  of the act ivity does

not  occur within the specified period, the I EA lapses and a new applicat ion for IEA in term s of

the NEMA and the EI A Regulat ions should be m ade for the act ivity to be undertaken.

An IEA was granted in January 2018. Listed act ivit ies have not  yet  com m enced on site, but  the

EA allows the com m encem ent  of act ivit ies to occur unt il  January 2028.
NA NA -

62

3.46 This I EA will only be effect ive in the event  that  a cor responding Perm it  or r ight  is issued in

term s of MPRDA as am ended and none of the act ivit ies listed in this I EA m ay com m ence

without  perm it

A m ining r ight  has been issued for the Ventersburg Gold Mine. C C 2

To the auditor ’s knowledge, no appeal has been subm it ted in term s of Sect ion 43(7)

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced on site. No waste m anagem ent  act ivit ies are taking place

on site.
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63

3.47 The listed act ivity ( ies) , including site preparat ion, m ust  not  com m ence within 20 ( twenty)

calendar days of the date of the not if icat ion of the decision being sent to the registered I &APs.

I n the even that  an appeal is lodged with the appeal adm inist rator, the effect  of this

environm ental authorisat ion is suspended unt il such t im e as the appeal is decided.

The listed act ivit ies have not  com m enced. C C 2

64

3.48 Should there be any conflict ing condit ions between this I EA and other approvals granted

by other authorit ies, it  is upon the holder of the IEA to br ing it  to the at tent ion of the

Departm ent  for resolut ion

No conflict ing condit ions have been noted between this, the EMPr, WUL or the I ntegrated Waste

and Water Managem ent  Plan ( I WWMP).
NA NA -

65
3.49 Indigenous anim als and birds that  are found within the approved prospect ing area m ust

not  be harm ed and m ust  be protected as far as it  is pract icable

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. I t  is assum ed that  this condit ion relates to the approved

m ining area rather than prospect ing area.
NA NA -

66

3.50 No protected plant  species (either m ent ioned or not  m ent ioned in the report )  m ust  be

rem oved unless the necessary perm ission is granted by the Departm ent  of Agriculture, Forest ry

and Fisheries (DAFF)

The EMPr requires Gold One Afr ica to appoint  a botanist  to undertake a survey of the site pr ior

to const ruct ion, to determ ine whether any conservat ion im portant  plant  species need to be

relocated.

NA NA -

67
3.51 The act ivity m ust  com ply substant ially with the layout plans at tached and included in the

revised EIAR and EMPr dated the 28
th

 of Septem ber 2017

Som e changes were m ade to the layout  during the com pilat ion of the WULA, to m ove

infrast ructure largely out  of the 500 m  regulated zone of wet lands. These changes to the layout

are not  reflected in the EMPr. The changes are considered m inor and have no addit ional im pacts

to those assessed in the EMPr but an update to the EMPr is required to incorporate these

changes pr ior to const ruct ion.

C C 2

68

3.52 I n term s of sect ion 24F of the NEMA, failure to com ply with the condit ions of this

environm ental authorisat ion const itutes an offence for which a convicted person m ay be liable

to a fine not  exceeding R5 m il lion or im prisonm ent for a period not  exceeding ten years of both

such fine and such im pr isonm ent .

Noted. NA NA -

69

4.1 A copy of the IEA and EMPr m ust  be kept  at  the property or on site office where the act ivity

( ies)  will be undertaken. The I EA and EMPr m ust  be produced to any authorised officials of the

Departm ent  who request  to see it  and m ust  be m ade available for inspect ion by any em ployee

or agent of the holder of the IEA who works or undertakes work at  the property ( ies) .

No act ivity has com m enced and there are current ly no site offices in which to keep the IEA and

EMPr.
NA NA -

70

4.2 The content  of the EMPr and its obj ect ives m ust  be m ade known to all  cont ractors,

subcont ractors,  agent  and any other people working on the site, and any updates or

am endm ents to the EMPr m ust  be subm it ted to the Departm ent  for approval.

There were no cont ractors or subcont ractors working on the site at  the t im e of the site visit .

However, this condit ion m ay apply to explorat ion act iv it ies and should be assessed during the

next  audit .

NA NA -

71
4.3 Regular m onitor ing and m aintenance of storm  water drainage facilit ies m ust  be conducted

at  al l t im es,  if dam aged as directed by the Departm ent  or any other relevant  authority
Storm water infrast ructure has not  been installed. NA NA -

72
4.4 A buffer zone of 100 m et res between the act ivity ( ies)  and the resident ial areas,  cem eteries

or bur ial grounds m ust  be clear ly dem arcated and m aintained

Const ruct ion has not  occurred on site. All act iv it ies have been planned to occur > 100 m  from

any resident ial areas.
NA NA -

73

4.5 Mining act ivit ies m ust  be m anaged and operated in accordance with the Environm ental

Managem ent  System s (EMS)  that  inter alia ident ifies and m inim ises r isks of pollut ion, including

those arising from  operat ions, m aintenance, accidents, incidents and non-conform ances and

those drawn to the at tent ion of the holder of the I EA as a result  of com plaints

NA NA -

74
4.6 The holder of the I EA m ust  prevent  nuisance condit ions or health hazards,  or the potent ial

creat ion of nuisance condit ions or health hazards
NA NA -

75
4.7 All sanitary facilit ies provided on site m ust  be em pt ied on a weekly basis and be m aintained

in a good hygienic condit ion
NA NA -

76

4.8 The holder of the IEA m ust  ensure that  all non- recyclable wastes are disposed of at  waste

m anagem ent  facilit ies licensed to handle such wastes and all recyclable wastes are collected by

licensed waste m anagem ent  facilit ies for recycling, reuse or t reatm ent

NA NA -

77

4.9 The holder of the I EA m ust  ensure that  all l iquid wastes, who em issions to water or land

could cause pollut ion are diverted to sewer, after test ing water qualit y and receiving writ ten

approval from  the relevant  local authority

NA NA -

78
4.10 Non-com pliance with any condit ion of this I EA or EMPr m ay result  in the issuing of a

direct ive in term s of sect ion 28 and or a com pliance not ice in term s of sect ion 31L of NEMA

No direct ive or com pliance not ice has been issued in term s of Sect ion 28 or Sect ion 31L of the

NEMA, respect ively.
NA NA -

The const ruct ion and operat ional phases have not  com m enced.

4 . Managem ent  of act ivity ( ies)

Prim e Resources (Pty)  Ltd
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No. I EA condit ion
Com m ents /  Act ions

(Red text  indicates points for act ion pr ior to const ruct ion)

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 2  -  2 0 2 4

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 4  -  2 0 2 5

Audit

Score

79

4.11 Only l isted act ivit ies that  are expressly specified in the EMPr that  form s part  of this I EA

m ay be conducted, and addit ional or new act iv it ies not  specified herein m ust  be applied for by

the holder and authorised by the com petent  authority in the form  of an am endm ent  to the

aforesaid EMPr before such act ivit ies m ay be com m enced with. This condit ion is also applicable

in the case of the am endm ent , addit ion, subst itut ion, correct ion, and rem oval or updat ing of

any detail  in the aforesaid EMPr

No new listed act ivit ies are contem plated for this proj ect . NA NA -

80
4.12 Rehabilitat ion of the disturbed surface caused by operat ion at  all t im es m ust  com ply with

the approved EMPr
Rehabilitat ion of disturbed land has not  com m enced. NA NA -

81 4.13 No fires are perm it ted in or  near the m ining area NA NA -

82
4.14 I n the event  of vehicle breakdown, m aintenance m ust  be done with care. Drip t rays m ust

be used to cont rol oil spi llages
NA NA -

83 4.15 All oil spi llages m ust  be im m ediately clean up and t reated accordingly. NA NA -

84

4.16 The holder of I EA m ust  ensure that  the nam e and contact  details of the ECO are m ade

available to the Regional Manager within 30 days of com m encem ent . The holder of IEA m ust

also ensure that  an ECO is always available on site to ensure that  act ivity ( ies)  at  all t im es

com ply with the issued I EA and approved EMPr.

NA NA -

85 4.17 The ECO m ust : NA NA -

86
4.17.1 Keep and m aintain a detailed incidents register ( including any spillages of fuels,

chem icals or other m aterial)
NA NA -

87

4.17.2 Keep a com plaint  register on site indicat ing the com plaint  and how the issues were

addressed,  what  m easures were taken and what  preventat ive m easures were im plem ented to

avoid re-occurrence of com plaints

NA NA -

88
4.17.3 Keep records relat ing to m onitor ing and audit ing on site and avail them  for inspect ion to

any relevant  authorised officials
NA NA -

89 4.17.4 Keep copies of all  environm ental reports subm it ted to the Departm ent NA NA -

90 4.17.5 Keep the records of all perm its,  licences and authorisat ions required by the operat ion NA NA -

91
4.17.6 Com pile a m onthly m onitor ing report  and m ake it  available to the Depar tm ent  if

requested
NA NA -

92
4.18 The dut ies and responsibilit y of the ECO should not  be seen as exem pt ing the holder of the

I EA from  the legal obligat ions in term s of the NEMA
NA NA -

93

4.19 Erosion and soil loss m ust  be prevented by m inim ising the const ruct ion site exposed to

surface water run-off. Where necessary erosion stabilising act ion such as gabions or

revegetat ion m ust  be im plem ented to prevent  further habitat  deter iorat ion.

NA NA -

94

4.20 The holder of the IEA m ust  ensure that  all personnel who work with hazardous waste are

t rained to deal with these potent ial hazardous situat ions so as to m inim ise the r isk involved.

Records of t raining and verificat ion of com petence m ust  be kept  by the holder of the IEA

NA NA -

95
4.21 I n order to prevent  nuisance condit ions, the holder of the I EA m ust  ensure that  all storage

skips and bins are not  overfil led
NA NA -

96

5.1.1 Subm it  an Environm ental Audit  Report  to this Departm ent annually and such report  m ust

be done by an independent  person with relevant  environm ental audit  expert ise to com pile an

environm ental audit  report . The environm ental audit  m ust  be in line with regulat ion 34 and

appendix 7 of the EIA Regulat ions and specify whether condit ions of this EA and an approved

EMPr are adhered to

This report  serves as the Environm ental Audit  Report  (EAR) . I t  covers the period from  March

2024 to Septem ber 2025. The previous EAR covered the period from  January 2022 to March

2024. The next  EAR report  should be undertaken in 2026 to ensure com pliance with annual

subm ission of the EAR.

PC C 2

97
5.1.2 ident ify and assess any new im pacts and r isks as a result  of undertaking the act ivity/ ies,

if applicable
The listed act ivit ies have not  com m enced. NA NA -

98 5.1.3 ident ify shortcom ings in the EMPr, if applicable NA NA -

99
5.1.4 ident ify the need, if any, for any changes to the m anagem ent , avoidance and m it igat ion

m easures provided for in the EMPr
NA NA -

The listed act ivit ies have not  com m enced therefore the perform ance of the EMPr cannot be

adequately assessed and im proved.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced.

5 . Report ing to the Departm ent

5.1 The holder of the IEA m ust :

Prim e Resources (Pty)  Ltd

Gold One Afr ica (Pty)  Ltd:  Ventersburg Gold Mine -  IEA Checklist
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No. I EA condit ion
Com m ents /  Act ions

(Red text  indicates points for act ion pr ior to const ruct ion)

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 2  -  2 0 2 4

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 4  -  2 0 2 5

Audit

Score

100
5.1.5 if applicable, specify that  the correct ive act ion/ s taken for the previous audit ’s non-

conform it ies, was adequate
This EAR const itutes the third audit  of the EMPr and I EA. NA NA -

101 5.1.6 Specify the nam e of the auditor
This report  specifies the nam es of the people involved in the audit . The auditors' nam es are

indicated in the EAR.
C C 2

102
5.1.7 Subm it  the Environm ental Audit  to the Departm ent  within 30 days from  the date on which

the auditor finalised the audit

The EAR will be subm it ted to the Com petent  Authority (CA)  within 30 days of finalising the

audit . The previous EAR covering the period from  January 2022 to March 2024 was subm it ted

within the required t im efram e.

NA C 2

103

5.2 Should any shortcom ings in term s of Regulat ion 34(4)  be ident ified, the holder m ust  subm it

recom m endat ions to am end the EMPr/ closure plan in order to rect ify any shortcom ings with the

aforem ent ioned audit  report

No shortcom ings have been ident ified in this EAR. C NA -

104

5.3 Any com plaint  received from  the I&APs during all phases of the operat ion m ust  be at tended

to as soon as possible and addressed to the sat isfact ion of all concerned interested and affected

part ies

No com plaints have been received from  I nterested and Affected Par t ies ( I APs) NA NA -

105

5.4 The holder of the I EA m ust  annually assess the environm ental liabilit ies of the operat ion by

using the m aster rates in line with the applicable Consum er Price I ndex (CPI )  at  the t im e and

address the short fall on the financial provision subm it ted in term s of sect ion 24P of NEMA

An Annual Revision of the financial provision for Ventersburg Gold Mine was undertaken by

Um hlaba Environm ental Consult ing CC in Novem ber 2024 and subm it ted to the DMRE on 29

Novem ber 2024, in line with the requirem ents of the NEMA Financial Provisioning Regulat ions

(GN1147 of 2015) . Pr ior to this,  a Rehabilitat ion Plan for the Ventersburg Gold Mine was

prepared and subm it ted in Decem ber 2021 (Prim e Resources, 2021) . No act ivity has

com m enced on site to result  in addit ional environm ental liabilit ies. Considering the fact  that

const ruct ion act ivit ies had not  yet  begun, it  was noted that  the content  of the init ial

assessm ents and first  revision is st i l l relevant  and the respect ive am ounts can be increased by

inflat ion for the current  assessm ent . The inflat ion used is that  between Novem ber 2021 (CPI  =

99.4)  and October 2024 (CPI  =  116.0)  being 16.7% , derived by using the latest  CPI  figures as

published by Stats SA

C C 2

106

5.5 The holder of the I EA m ust , w ithin 24 hours of incidents occurr ing, not ify the Com petent

Authority of the occurrence or detect ion of any incident  on the site, or incidental to the

operat ion of the site, which has the potent ial to cause, or has caused pollut ion of the

environm ent, health r isks, nuisance condit ions or water pollut ion

NA NA -

107

5.6 The holder of the IEA m ust ,  within 14 days,  or a shorter period of t im e, if specified by the

Com petent  Authority from  the occurrence of detect ion of any incident referred to in condit ion

5.5, subm it  an act ion plan, which m ust  include a detailed t im e schedule, and resource

allocat ion signed off by top m anagem ent , to the sat isfact ion of the Com petent  Authority of

m easures taken to

NA NA -

108 5.6.1 Correct  the im pact  result ing from  the incident NA NA -

109 5.6.2 Prevent  the incident  from  causing any further im pact ,  and NA NA -

110 5.6.3 Prevent  a recurrence of a sim ilar incident NA NA -

111

5.7 In the event  that  m easures have not  been im plem ented with 21 days of the incident

referred to in condit ion 5.6, or m easures which have been im plem ented are inadequate, the

Com petent  Authority m ay im plem ent the necessary m easures at  the cost  of the holder of the

I EA.

NA NA -

111

6.1 The holder of the I EA m ust  ensure effect ive access cont rol on the site to reasonably prevent

unauthorised ent ry. Signs indicat ing the r isks involved in unauthorised ent ry m ust  be displayed

at  each ent rance

Gold One Afr ica has not  taken cont rol of the property which is st i l l being used for farm ing

act ivit ies and the m ine has not  im plem ented access cont rol to the site.
NA NA -

112

6.2 Weather proof,  durable and legible not ices in at  least  three official languages applicable in

the area m ust  be displayed at  each ent rance to the site. These not ices m ust  prohibit

unauthorised ent ry and state the hours of operat ion, the nam e, address and telephone num ber

of the holder of the IEA and the person responsible for the operat ion of the site

The property is st il l being used for farm ing act iv it ies and the m ine has not  displayed any

not ices regarding m ining act ivit ies.
NA NA -

112

7.1 The holder of the IEA m ust  m aintain and im plem ent an em ergency preparedness plan and

review it  bi-annually when conduct ing audits and after each em ergency and or m ajor accident .

The plan m ust , am ongst  others,  include:

An Em ergency Preparedness and Response Plan (EPRP)  is included in the EMPr and has not

been revised since. A standalone EPRP should, however, be com piled for the site pr ior to

const ruct ion, for review every two years.

C C 2

113 7.1.1 Site fire The EPRP addresses uncont rolled fires. C C 2

114 7.1.2 Spillage The EPRP addresses bulk fuel spills. C C 2

Sect ion 30 of the NEMA defines an "em ergency situat ion" as one that  has ar isen suddenly and

poses an im m inent  and serious threat  to the environm ent, hum an life, or property, including a

"disaster"  as defined in the Disaster Managem ent  Act  (Act  57 of 2002) .

Sect ion 30 of the NEMA also requires that  m ajor pollut ion- related incidents be reported to the

relevant  licensing authorit ies, including the DWS, within 24 hours of the incident  occurr ing.

To the Auditor ’s knowledge, no incidents occurred during the audit  period that  m eet  the

definit ions provided in the NEMA, as no m ining- related const ruct ion act ivit ies have com m enced.

7 . Em ergency preparedness plan

6 . Site  security and access control

Prim e Resources (Pty)  Ltd

Gold One Afr ica (Pty)  Ltd:  Ventersburg Gold Mine -  IEA Checklist
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No. I EA condit ion
Com m ents /  Act ions

(Red text  indicates points for act ion pr ior to const ruct ion)

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 2  -  2 0 2 4

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 4  -  2 0 2 5

Audit

Score

115 7.1.3 Natural disasters such as f loods The EPRP addresses natural disasters. C C 2

116 7.1.4 Indust r ial act ion, and

The EPRP does not  address indust r ial act ion.

I t  is recom m ended that  a com prehensive, standalone EPRP be com piled for the site pr ior to the

com m encem ent  of const ruct ion. The updated plan m ust  specifically include provisions for

m anaging indust r ial act ion, labour unrest , and related r isks, alongside other em ergency

scenar ios.

NC NC 0

117 7.1.5 Contact  details of police, am bulances,  and any em ergency cent re closer to the site

The EPRP does not  contain contact  details for the local police, am bulance or em ergency cent re.

A standalone EPRP m ust  be com piled pr ior to const ruct ion. I t  should include updated contact

details for all relevant em ergency services, be displayed on site and com m unicated during

induct ions, and be reviewed and updated at  least  every two years.

NC NC 0

118
7.2 The holder of I EA m ust  ensure that  an up- to-date em ergency register is kept  during all

phases of the operat ion. This register m ust  be m ade available upon request  by the Departm ent .

Noted. There is not  current ly an em ergency register on site but  no environm ental em ergencies

have occurred on site to date.
NA NA -

119

8.1 I f,  in the opinion of the CA, nuisances or health r isks m ay be or are occurr ing on the site,

the holder of the EA m ust  init iate an invest igat ion into the cause of the problem  or suspected

problem .

The CA has not  provided an opinion on nuisances or health r isks. NA NA -

120

8.2 I f,  in the opinion of the CA, pollut ion m ay be or is occurr ing, the holder of the EA m ust

init iate an invest igat ion into the cause of the problem  or suspected problem . Such invest igat ion

m ust  include the m onitor ing of the water quality var iable, at  those m onitor ing points and such

frequency as m ay be specified by the CA.

The CA has not  provided an opinion on pollut ion at  the project . NA NA -

121

8.3 Invest igat ions carr ied out  in term s of condit ions 8.1 and 8.2 above m ust  include the

m onitor ing of the relevant  environm ental pollut ion, nuisance, and health r isk variables, at  those

m onitor ing points and such frequency to be determ ined in consultat ion with the Com petent

Authority.

NA NA -

122

8.4 Should the invest igat ion carr ied out  as per condit ions 8.1 and 8.2 above reveal any

unacceptable levels of pollut ion, the holder of the EA m ust  subm it  m it igat ion m easures to the

sat isfact ion of the CA.

NA NA -

123

9.1 The com m issioning and decom m issioning of individual act ivit ies within the overall l isted

m ining act ivity m ust  take place within the phases and t im efram es as set  out  in the revised

EMPr.

Act ivit ies have not  yet  been com m issioned. NA NA -

124
10.1 The holder of the EA m ust  apply for a closure cert if icate as prescr ibed in the MPRDA and

any other applicable legislat ion.
NA NA -

125
10.2 The applicat ion for closure indicated above m ust  be subm it ted together with all relevant

docum ents as prescr ibed in the MPRDA and any other applicable legislat ion
NA NA -

126
10.3 No exot ic plants m ay be used for rehabilitat ion purposes only indigenous plant  can be

ut il ized for rehabilitat ion purposes.
No rehabilitat ion act ivit ies are taking place. NA NA -

127

10.4 The holder of the I EA rem ains responsible for any environm ental liabilit y, pollut ion or

ecological degradat ion, the pum ping and t reatm ent of ext raneous water, com pliance with the

condit ions of I EA and the m anagem ent  and sustainable closure thereof unt il  the Minister has

issued a Closure Cert ificate in term s of Sect ion 43 of the MPRDA as am ended. Where necessary

the Minister m ay retain a port ion of financial provision for residual, health or environm ental

im pacts that  m ight  be known in future.

See com m ents in term s of condit ion 10.1. NA NA -

To the auditor ’s knowledge the holder of the I EA has no intent ion of abandoning, cancelling,

ceasing, relinquishing,  or com plet ing the developm ent  within 180 days.

See com m ents in term s of condit ions 8.1 and 8.2.

1 0 . Site  closure

9 . Com m issioning and decom m issioning

8 . I nvest igat ions

Prim e Resources (Pty)  Ltd
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No. EMPr com m itm ents
Com m ents /  Act ions

(Red text  indicates points for act ion pr ior to const ruct ion)

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 2  -  2 0 2 4

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 4  -  2 0 2 5

Audit

Score

1
Mine health and safety requirem ents in term s of air  quality within the boundaries of the

proposed developm ent  m ust  be adhered to and com pliance thereto audited regular ly.
NA NA -

2
Speed of const ruct ion vehicles and haul t rucks t ravell ing on unpaved roads m ust  be lim ited to

40 km / h.
NA NA -

3 Dust  suppression through watering m ust  be im plem ented on unpaved access and on site roads. NA NA -

4
An inspect ion and m aintenance program m e to service equipm ent  in accordance with the

equipm ent  m anufacturer specificat ions m ust  be im plem ented.
NA NA -

5 Low sulphur diesel m ust  be used to fuel vehicles and equipm ent . NA NA -

6 Vehicle idling m ust  be lim ited. NA NA -

7 Air qualit y m onitor ing m ust  be conducted as per the Air  Quality Monitor ing Program m e.
At  least  six m onths of baseline m onitor ing m ust  be conducted pr ior to const ruct ion occurr ing.

Tim efram es for const ruct ion m ust  be confirm ed and m onitor ing planned.
NA NA -

8
Any com plaints relat ing to dust  m ust  be recorded and addit ional m anagem ent  m easures m ust

be invest igated to address these if m onitor ing indicates exceedances in the standards.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

9 Access t racks used for soil st r ipping during the loading and unloading cycle m ust  be watered. NA NA -

10 Soil st r ipping m ust  be lim ited to areas required for the const ruct ion of surface infrast ructure. NA NA -

11 Free fall height  during topsoil stockpiling m ust  be lim ited to 3 m . NA NA -

12
A water spray dust  suppression system  m ust  be im plem ented during earthm oving and dozing

operat ions.  Excavat ion area to be hosed down pr ior to rem oval of m ater ial.
NA NA -

13
Earthm oving act ivit ies m ust  be phased to reduce the source area ( i.e. l im it  the total exposed

area at  one t im e) .
NA NA -

14 Frequency of disturbance of exposed areas m ust  be reduced. NA NA -

15
Use of chem ical dust  suppressants and wind breaks m ust  be im plem ented prior to re-

vegetat ion.
NA NA -

16 Exposed areas m ust  be re-vegetated as soon as possible. NA NA -

17
Developm ent of access roads m ust  be lim ited and the locat ions clearly defined as per the

proj ect  layout .
NA NA -

18 The exist ing port ion of the access road m ust  be paved. NA NA -

19
Establish a m eteorological stat ion to m onitor wind speed and wind direct ion to assist  in

analysing m onitor ing data.
NA NA -

20
Pollut ion abatem ent  equipm ent m ust  be installed at  the sm elter and laboratory furnace stacks

which m ust  be m aintained and ut il ised cont inuously.
NA NA -

21

Pollut ion abatem ent  equipm ent  m ust  be installed at  the eluate tank em ission source to reduce

the NH3 em issions, and at  the acid t reatm ent  plant  em ission source to reduce the NOx

(expressed as NO2)  em issions to ensure that  the m inim um  em ission standards are m et  at

source.

NA NA -

22 Vegetat ion or cladding of stockpiles m ust  be im plem ented to reduce wind erosion. NA NA -

23 Housing of crushers, screens, conveyors m ust  be im plem ented. NA NA -

24 Pollut ion abatem ent  equipm ent m ust  be m aintained and ut il ised cont inuously. NA NA -

25
Reduct ion of extent  of bare areas of the TSF through progressive vegetat ion of the side slopes

during operat ions.
NA NA -

26 I nt roduct ion of wind-breaks on the edges of the TSF. NA NA -

27 Spraying along the slopes and on the surface of the TSF. NA NA -

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Vegetat ion clearing, earth m oving act ivit ies, site vehicle operat ion and the installat ion (or

operat ion)  of generators have not yet  com m enced.

A weather stat ion is required to be installed on site pr ior to const ruct ion. Tim efram es for

const ruct ion m ust  be confirm ed and the installat ion of the weather stat ion m ust  be planned.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Air quality m anagem ent  m easures

The operat ional phase has not  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.
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28

Progress report ing m ust  take place at  regular intervals (at  least  annually)  dur ing operat ions.

Monitor ing results and a sum m ary of any com plaints relat ing to air  qualit y received m ust  be

com bined to determ ine if m onitor ing object ives (as per relevant  standards and as st ipulated in

the AEL)  are being m et . Progress in term s of air  quality m anagem ent should be reported to all

interested and affected part ies, including authorit ies and persons who m ay be affected by

em issions. Correct ive act ion m ust  be taken ( i.e. the im plem entat ion of cont ingency m easures)

in the event  that  m onitor ing object ives have not  been m et .

The operat ional phase has not  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

29

As per the requirem ents of the Nat ional Em ission Report ing Regulat ions (GN283 of 2015)  the

Applicant  is to register as a data provider with-  and also subm it  em ission reports, in the form at

required, to the online Nat ional Atm ospheric Em issions I nventory System  (NAEIS) . Reports

m ust  be subm it ted for the preceding calendar year to the NAEI S by 31 March for each calendar

year.

The operat ional phase has not  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

30
The area m ust  be fully rehabilitated and vegetat ion m ust  be self-sustaining as per the Closure

Plan to prevent  bare areas which are suscept ible to wind erosion.

Revegetat ion act ivit ies associated with decom m issioning and closure have not  com m enced. The

project  is in it s pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

31

As part  of environm ental awareness t raining during induct ion,  personnel and cont ractors m ust

be educated regarding the possible presence of subterranean archaeological and/ or

paleontological sites, features or artefacts and be advised of the penalt ies associated with the

unlawful rem oval of these artefacts, as set  out  in the NHRA as well as of the chance finds

procedure.

Awareness t raining has not  com m enced. However, relevant  archaeological t raining m aterial

m ust  be com piled and put  in place pr ior to const ruct ion.
NA NA -

32
Known sites should be clearly m arked in order that  they can be avoided during const ruct ion

act ivit ies.
NA NA -

33
Known sites should be isolated, e.g.  by fencing them  off. All const ruct ion workers should be

inform ed that  these are no-go areas,  unless accom panied by the ECO.
NA NA -

34

I n areas where the vegetat ion is threatening the heritage sites, e.g.  growing t rees pushing

walls over, it  should be rem oved, but  only after perm ission for the m ethods proposed has been

granted by SAHRA. A heritage official should be part  of the team  execut ing these m easures.

NA NA -

35 Maintain a buffer zone of 100 m  between m ining act ivit ies and sites ident ified. NA NA -

36

I f any buried archaeological or palaeontological findings are discovered during excavat ion

act ivit ies, the excavat ion m ust  stop and the ECO m ust  be not ified im m ediately. The ECO m ust

then contact  SAHRA to invest igate the findings.

NA NA -

37

The ECO m ust  inform  the SAHRA and contact  an archaeologist  and/ or palaeontologist ,

depending on the nature of the find,  to assess the im portance and rescue them  if necessary

(with the relevant  SAHRA perm it ) . No work m ay be resum ed in this area without  the perm ission

from  the ECO and SAHRA. Under no circum stances shall any artefacts be rem oved, dest royed

or interfered with.

NA NA -

38
I f the newly discovered heritage resource is considered significant  a Phase 2 assessm ent  m ay

be required. A perm it  from  the responsible heritage authority will be needed.
NA NA -

39
Any m it igat ion or m anagem ent  m easures recom m ended by the specialist , after assessm ent  of

the find, m ust  be im plem ented.
NA NA -

40
Ensure that  the WUL has been awarded pr ior to the com m encem ent  of const ruct ion for all

applicable water uses.

The project  has been awarded a Water Use Licence (WUL)  (Departm ent  of Water and Sanitat ion

[ DWS]  Ref.  no.:  08/ C42J/ ACFGIJ/ 10323) .
C C 2

41

No developm ent  of act ivit ies should take place within 500 m  of watercourses pr ior to being

authorised as par t  of the WUL or within 100 m  of watercourses pr ior to an exem pt ion being

granted in term s of GN704 of 1999.

NA NA -

42

I t  is recom m ended that  no m ining or m ining related infrast ructure developm ent  takes place

within the delineated wet land areas and the associated buffer zones.  I t  is further recom m ended

that  a buffer zone of 50 m , 100 m  and one of 500 m  be assigned to the delineated wet land

areas. The 50 m  buffer zone should be designated as a no-go area. Should any m ining or

developm ent  of m ining related infrast ructure be undertaken within the 100 m  buffer zone and

exem pt ion in term s of GN704 m ust  be applied for pr ior to com m encing with const ruct ion.

Should any m ining or developm ent  of m ining related infrast ructure be undertaken within the

500 m  buffer zone, it  should not  com m ence prior to a WUL being awarded.

NA NA -

Archaeology and palaeontology m anagem ent  m easures

W ater m anagem ent  m easures

Site developm ent  has not  taken place. The developm ent  of the discharge pipeline has however

been authorised in the WUL to take place within 500 m  of the Rietspruit .

No earthworks have com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains

undeveloped farm land.
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43
Clearly dem arcate the wet land areas on the ground from  the edge of the 100 m  buffer zone and

signpost  them  as sensit ive ecological areas.
Site establishm ent  has not  yet  taken place. NA NA -

44

The design of the TSF m ust  be in line with the GN704 requirem ents and progressive vegetat ion

of the TSF with a self-sustaining vegetat ion cover should be im plem ented as it  increases in

height  and the correct  slope im plem ented to reduce wind erosion and water erosion.

The talings storage facilit y (TSF) has been designed in line with GN704 and has been approved

in the WUL.
C C 2

45 The wet land areas and drainage lines as well as a 50 m  buffer zone m ust  be avoided. NA NA -

46

Ensure all const ruct ion m aterial including heavy vehicles are stored at  a single designated

laydown area situated not  only outside of the delineated wet land areas and their  associated 100

m  buffer but  also the 1: 100 year Rietspruit  floodline.

NA NA -

47
Clearly dem arcate (on the ground) the const ruct ion footpr int  area and st r ict ly lim it  all

const ruct ion act ivit ies to within this area.
NA NA -

48

Care m ust  be taken so as to not  disturb/ dest roy any conservat ion im por tant  biodiversity found

near the Rietspruit .  Species m ay include Southern Afr ican Vlei Rat , Afr ican White- tailed Rat ,

Serval, Afr ican Clawless Ot ter and Spot ted-necked ot ters.

NA NA -

49

Care m ust  be taken to not  to walk or dr ive through dense stands of wet land vegetat ion

par t icular ly I m perata cylindr ica  so as not  to disturb the conservat ion im portant  Afr ican Grass

Owl.

NA NA -

50

Const ruct ion (specifical ly in proxim ity to surface water resources i.e. the WRD and discharge

pipeline)  m ust  be planned for winter ( i.e. the dry m onths)  in order to reduce the r isk of floods

and excessive sedim entat ion.

NA NA -

51

The clean and dir ty water m anagem ent  system  ( including the PCD)  is to be const ructed at  the

com m encem ent  of const ruct ion act ivit ies;  thereafter the water t reatm ent  facilit y ( including the

pipeline from  the shaft  to the discharge point  in the Rietspruit  for m ine water)  pr ior to the

com m encem ent  of discharging act ivit ies, to ensure that  any dewatered groundwater can be

stored without  causing any surface water pollut ion and t reated pr ior to discharge.

NA NA -

52

All water dam s m ust  be lined according to DWS engineering design standards to prevent

contam inated water from  seeping into the local groundwater system . Designs of the dam s m ust

be done according to specificat ions and as-built  drawings m ust  be subm it ted to DWS.

NA NA -

53

Suitable flow diversion st ructures, such as diversion berm s and/ or collect ion canals,  m ust  be

established around the border of the proposed operat ional areas so as to prevent  substant ial

surface runoff contam inat ion.

NA NA -

54 Minim ise st r ipping of vegetat ion near the banks of the Rietspruit . NA NA -

55

Silt  t raps m ust  be placed down slope of vegetat ion st r ipping to m inim ise siltat ion of the

Rietspruit .  These silt  t raps need to be regular ly m aintained to ensure effect ive drainage. I n

order to lim it  the direct  input  of sil t  into the r iver via windblown sand and dust , al l exposed

surfaces should be stabilised once the covering vegetat ion has been rem oved.

NA NA -

56
Ensure that  areas cleared for the const ruct ion of the pipeline and flow diffusing infrast ructure

are stabilised after const ruct ion to prevent  erosion.
NA NA -

Topsoil stockpiles should not  be placed/ stored in the following areas: NA NA -

     Low- lying areas or where st ream s appear to or iginate (non-perennial;  i.e. dur ing the

sum m er rainfall  per iod) , or surface water runoff occurs after intensive rainfall  events;  and
NA NA -

     Wet lands and shallow natural pans where water m ay collect  during the sum m er rainfall

season.
NA NA -

58

A low tem porary earth berm  m ust  be const ructed between the wet lands and the stockpiles.

These berm s would help to intercept  flows with t ransported sedim ent  and allow them  to set t le

out . Berm s need to be located between wet lands and any stockpiles that  are upslope of

wet lands.

NA NA -

59

Storm water m anagem ent  m easures,  to at tenuate storm water volum es and decrease velocity,

m ust  be in place during vegetat ion clear ing operat ions to prevent  soil losses due to water

erosion.

NA NA -

Const ruct ion act ivit ies have not  yet  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;

the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.

57
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60

When preparing concrete for the st ruts keep in m ind that  m ixing of concrete m ust  under no

circum stances take place within the perm anent  or seasonal zones of the wet land and should

take place above plast ic sheet ing and bunded.

NA NA -

61
The recom m ended m onitor ing boreholes as per the Geohydrology Monitor ing Program m e m ust

be drilled at  the com m encem ent  of const ruct ion act ivit ies.
NA NA -

62
Const ruct  the pipeline infrast ructure above ground and ensure that  there is free drainage for

surface runoff and that  gam e can cross over the pipeline.
NA NA -

63

Avoid the disturbance of the wet land soil profi le. Where the wet land soil profi le is disturbed

ensure that  all  soil rem oved is carefully stockpiled and returned in the sam e order it  was

rem oved.

NA NA -

64
I f conservat ion im portant  plant  species are in the direct  rem oval area, they m ust  be carefully

t ransplanted to the surrounding area.
NA NA -

65

Ensure that  t renches rem ain open for as br ief a t im e as possible. Appropriately deal w ith

ingress water into the t rench by pum ping and using sandbags to m inim ise erosion from

overland flow.

NA NA -

66
Ensure if the service road crosses a delineated wet land or drainage feature that  the appropriate

culvert  system s are installed and clear ly m arked.
NA NA -

67 The recom m ended discharge point  ( im m ediately upst ream  of the Whites Dam )  m ust  be ut il ised. NA NA -

68
Flow dissipaters m ust  be const ructed at  the discharge point  outside of the wet land (170 m

inland from  the banks of the Rietspruit )  to avoid potent ial erosion.
NA NA -

69
The discharge point  should be landscaped to spread the water as wide as possible to allow the

system  to vlei out  before the act ive channel of the Rietspruit .
NA NA -

70 I nstall gauging point  at  the discharge point  to effect ively m onitor flows, keep diligent  records NA NA -

71
Prevent  /  reduce groundwater inflow into the shaft , through cem entat ion/ grout ing of

fractures/ fissures (pr ior to shaft  sinking and during shaft  sinking) .
NA NA -

72

I n the unlikely event  of groundwater inflow volum es into the shaft  becom ing unm anageable,

two 215 m m  diam eter abst ract ion boreholes should be dr il led on both sides of the shaft  in close

proxim ity to the water yielding features.

NA NA -

73
Ensure that  the water t reatm ent  facilit y is operat ional to m eet  DWS water quality specificat ions

before dewatering com m ences.
NA NA -

74
No uncontrolled discharges to any surface water resources m ust  be perm it ted. Any discharge

points need to be approved by the relevant  authority (DWS) .
NA NA -

75 The ore stockpile area, WRD and TSF should be lined as per legislat ive requirem ents NA NA -

76 Ensure that  the condit ions of any awarded WUL are st r ict ly adhered to.
Noted. External WUL audits are undertaken. An external WUL audit  was underway at  the t im e of

writ ing (Septem ber 2025) .
C C 2

77 Ensure that  al l Best  Managem ent  Guidelines as published by the DWS are adhered to.
Best  Managem ent  Guidelines are considered to have been addressed during the design phase.

This will becom e relevant  for future designs.
NA NA -

78 The volum es pum ped from  the shaft  should be recorded and reported as m onthly totals. NA NA -

79
During shaft  sinking, increased inflows due to fractures/ fissures should be noted, specifical ly

depths and init ial inflow volum es.
NA NA -

80 Excess groundwater m ust  be pum ped to the lined surface water storage facil it ies for re-use. NA NA -

81
Ensure that  water is allowed to m ove through the landscape freely and not  be rest r icted by the

pipeline.
NA NA -

82

The separat ion of clean and dir ty areas pract ice m ust  ensure that  the dir ty area is m inim ized as

far as possible. The different  dir ty areas m ust  also be separated by m eans of bunding so that

the associated water can be contained in different iated containm ent  facilit ies.

NA NA -

83
Clean and dir ty water separat ion infrast ructure m ust  be m aintained to effect ively collect / direct

contam inated water to the PCDs.
NA NA -

84 Carry out  inspect ions of valves and rout ine m aintenance of any faulty valves. NA NA -

Const ruct ion act ivit ies have not  yet  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;

the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Const ruct ion act ivit ies have not  yet  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;

the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Const ruct ion act ivit ies have not  yet  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;

the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.
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85 Accidental contam inant  spills (e.g. dam  breaches)  should be addressed im m ediately. NA NA -

86
Runoff or any seepage water from  the ore m ater ial should be captured in lined pollut ion cont rol

facilit ies.
NA NA -

87

Runoff should be diverted around the WRD and TSF through a system  of berm s/ t renches. Water

m anagem ent  m easures should be int roduced to m anage extrem e rainfall events within these

diversion berm s/ t renches.

NA NA -

88

Toe seepage (predom inant ly expected to the west  and north, flowing from  a dedicated drainage

system  below the WRD, on top of the liner system )  and rainfall runoff from  the WRD sidewalls

should be diverted to and captured in l ined pollut ion cont rol faci lit ies.

NA NA -

89

The WRD will expand toward the south (and possibly to the east  – dependant  on the final

design cr iter ia) , which is in the upward slope direct ion of the surface topography. I t  is advisable

that  surface water barr iers (e.g. paddocks and diversion berm s)  be rem oved/ flat tened to the

ground surface in the direct ion of expansion, and drains below the footpr int  be const ructed, to

allow any water collect ing in the bot tom  of the WRD to freely flow as toe seepages.

NA NA -

90

The possibilit y should be invest igated of installing addit ional internal drains (at  higher

elevat ions)  in the TSF. This will lower the phreat ic head and will allow the TSF to dry out

quicker after closure.

NA NA -

91
Unexpected seepages around the TSF should be captured (e.g.  through the installat ion of toe

drains)  and diverted to lined pollut ion cont rol faci lit ies.
NA NA -

92

I f possible/ pract ical sulphide reduct ion should be at tem pted during (or pre- t reatm ent  of)  gold

processing. I t  will be beneficial in the long- term  if sulphur occur as sulphate-sulphur and not

sulphide-sulphur in the tail ings m aterial. One opt ion is the aerat ion of tailings to oxidise

sulphides which will lower the acidificat ion potent ial of the sulphides.

NA NA -

93 Cyanide dest ruct ion as part  of the plant  process should be invest igated. NA NA -

94
Water qualit ies m ust  m onitored pr ior to t reatm ent  and after t reatm ent , pr ior to discharge. Refer

to the Hydrology Monitor ing Program m e
NA NA -

95

The sewage t reatm ent  plant  and the water t reatm ent facilit y should not  be over-capacitated

with overwhelm ing volum es of water at  the expense of quality and as such, the m axim um

operat ing capacity of these facilit ies should always be considered. I n the event  of addit ional

volum es needing t reatm ent , addit ional faci lit ies m ust  be const ructed or current  facilit ies m ust

be im proved /  expanded to accom m odate these volum es. Also, am endm ents to discharge

volum es in the applicable WUL m ust  be approved by the DWS.

NA NA -

96
Hum us from  the sewage t reatm ent plant  m ust  be rem oved to a l icensed hazardous disposal

facilit y.
NA NA -

97 The sedim ent  that  has accum ulated in the PCDs m ust  be rem oved to the WRD. NA NA -

98 Appropriately dispose of all f locculent  or polluted water as per the WUL requirem ents. NA NA -

99 Brine from  water t reatm ent  facilit y m ust  be rem oved to a l icensed hazardous disposal facilit y. NA NA -

100
Ensure spil lages of br ine from  water t reatm ent facilit y do not  occur by appoint ing properly

t rained responsible personnel to undertake t ransportat ion.
NA NA -

101 Ensure that  water t reatm ent  facilit y is working opt im ally to avoid br ine spillages. NA NA -

102
Drainage system s m ust  be m aintained regular ly in order to m inim ize the runoff of harm ful

chem ical substances into the associated system s.
NA NA -

103
The pipe t ransport ing water to be discharged m ust  be inspected weekly and m aintained to

ensure that  no leaks are observed and potent ial erosion is avoided.
NA NA -

104 Switch off dust  suppression sprayers when t ravell ing through a wet land system . NA NA -

105

Regular inspect ions and m aintenance m ust  be undertaken at  both t reatm ent  facilit ies ( i.e.

sewage t reatm ent plant  and water t reatm ent  facilit y)  in order to faci litate an opt im al t reatm ent

process.

NA NA -

106
Daily visual inspect ion by responsible person for water t reatm ent  facilit y to ensure that  br ine is

not  routed to storm water drain or PCD.
NA NA -

Const ruct ion act ivit ies have not  yet  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;

the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.
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107
Conduct  daily site inspect ions to ensure environm ental com pliance and adherence to m it igat ion

m easures.

Const ruct ion act ivit ies have not  yet  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;

the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

108

The quality of the discharge from  the water t reatm ent facilit y m ust  be cont inuously m onitored

against  the water quality st ipulated by the DWS to prevent  the potent ial water quality

deteriorat ion of the Rietspruit  catchm ent . I n the event  that  the quality of the discharge

deteriorates substant ially, it  is recom m ended that  the t reatm ent  m ethod be im m ediately

reviewed and adapted unt il the required water quality standards are restored.

NA NA -

109 I nspect  the Rietspruit  discharge point  for any channel form at ion and repair if noted. NA NA -

110

I n the case of an incident  occurr ing which m ay result  in pollut ion of any surface or

groundwater, the Regional Representat ive of the DWS m ust  be inform ed as per legislat ive

requirem ents.

NA NA -

111
Water quality analysis,  biom onitor ing and sedim ent  quality analysis m ust  be conducted as

detailed in the Hydrology Monitor ing Program m e.
PC PC 1

112 Wet land m onitor ing m ust  be conducted as per the Wet land Monitor ing Program m e. C C 2

113

I t  is recom m ended that  the geochem ical m odel be updated during the li fe of the m ine (at  least

every 5 years)  in order to calibrate and validate it s results. The geochem ical m odel m ust

ident ify potent ial im pacts and assess the effect iveness of m it igat ion m easures.  Although

num erical groundwater m odels will be updated/  calibrated during the LoM, it  is im portant  that

the design cr iter ia for any post -closure m it igat ion m easures as well as potent ial areas for post -

closure decant  be determ ined through num erical groundwater flow and t ransport  m odell ing, at

least  2 years pr ior to m ine closure.

NA NA -

114

Towards the end of the LoM, a groundwater study should be perform ed to determ ine whether

the vert ical shaft  system  should be sealed above the Wits quartzites. The purpose of the study

should be to determ ine if such a seal is required to prevent  the form at ion of a groundwater

m ixing zone ( i.e. m ixing of uncontam inated Karoo water and highly saline water from  the Wits

quartzites) . I t  is recom m ended that  once m ining is com pleted the shaft  is sealed above the

Wits quartzites, unless determ ined otherwise through the m ent ioned studies.

NA NA -

115
Monitor ing m ust  be conducted as per the Geohydrology Monitor ing Program m e to ver ify

predict ions and record groundwater qualit y and groundwater level im pacts.

As act iv it ies have not  yet  com m enced, regular water m onitor ing is not  being undertaken.

Groundwater m onitor ing was undertaken in August  2021 as part  of the dry season m onitor ing,

and again in February 2022 as part  of the wet  season m onitor ing. This was conducted as per

the WUL requirem ents.

C C 2

116 Refer to the Closure Plan, detailing the rehabilitat ion m anagem ent  m easures. NA NA -

117 The Hydrology, Geohydrology and Wet land Monitor ing Program m es m ust  be im plem ented. NA NA -

118 As far  as possible lim it  const ruct ion and decom m issioning act ivit ies to daylight  hours.
Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

119 Lim it  idling and switch off equipm ent  when not  in use. NA NA -

120 Enclose engine com partm ents of vehicles. NA NA -

121 Dam p m echanical vibrat ions of vehicles and equipm ent . NA NA -

122 Properly design and m aintain silencers on diesel-powered vehicles and equipm ent . NA NA -

123 I m plem ent system at ic m aintenance of all form s of equipm ent  and vehicles. NA NA -

124

Fixed noise producing sources such as generators, pum p stat ions to be either housed in

enclosures or barr iers put  up around the noise source. The barr iers should be installed between

the noise source and sensit ive noise receptor, as close to the noise source as possible. Any

noise barr ier should be at  least  as tal l as the line-of-sight  between the noise source and the

receptor, plus 30% .

NA NA -

A com prehensive water m onitor ing program m e was subm it ted to the DWS on 21 July 2021. An

updated program m e was subm it ted on 29 Septem ber 2021. A biom onitor ing program m e and

report  were subm it ted on 29 Septem ber 2021. A baseline water m onitor ing report  was com piled

for the dry season and subm it ted on 29 Septem ber 2021. Wet  season baseline m onitor ing was

undertaken and subm it ted in February 2022. An updated Environm ental Assessm ent and

Monitor ing Program m e incorporat ing bio-m onitor ing and eco- toxicology data was subm it ted on

9 May 2022. Sedim ent  sam pling for m etal analysis was not  undertaken and should be

undertaken once pr ior to const ruct ion.

Noted.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Noise m anagem ent  m easures

Const ruct ion act ivit ies have not  yet  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;

the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. Machinery has not  yet  been m obilised to site. Noise

related aspects are not  present ly relevant , and no noise related gr ievances can be expected.
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125

A grievance m echanism  should be int roduced whereby noise com plaints can be received and

responded to. Any com plaints relat ing to noise m ust  be recorded and the ECO m ust  respond to

com plaints appropriately in a t im eous m anner. I f necessary, further m onitor ing m ust  be

conducted and correct ive m easures invest igated and im plem ented.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. Machinery has not  yet  been m obilised to site. Noise

related aspects are not  present ly relevant , and no noise related gr ievances can be expected.
NA NA -

126

Standardised noise m easurem ents m ust  be carr ied out  on individual equipm ent at  delivery to

site to const ruct  a reference database. Regular checks m ust  be carr ied out  to ensure that

equipm ent  is not  deter iorat ing and to detect  increases which could lead to increase in the noise

im pact  over t im e.

NA NA -

127 Monitor ing m ust  be conducted as detailed in the Noise Monitor ing Program m e. NA NA -

128

A report  m ust  be com piled quarter ly/  bi-annual,  depending on the intervals of the m onitor ing

program m e then subm it ted to m anagem ent  to ascertain com pliance with the required

standards.

NA NA -

129
Mine Health and Safety and Occupat ional Health and Safety Regulat ions relevant to noise

m anagem ent  m ust  also be adhered to within site boundaries and com pliance audited regular ly.
NA NA -

109

A t im efram e for expected com m unicat ions to be held between Gold One and affected

landowners where surface infrast ructure will be located ( regarding the potent ial establishm ent

of the m ine)  m ust  be provided to landowners as soon as possible.

NA NA -

110

Prior to an agreem ent  being drawn up for the purchase or lease of the affected land, the extent

and size of land that  would be available to Mr Vogel for farm ing, should the scenario whereby

Mr Vogel rem ains on the property and cont inues farm ing in conjunct ion with m ining act ivit ies

m ust  be fully clar ified with him  so that  he can accurately determ ine the viabilit y of farm ing due

to the loss of available land during m ining, perm anent  loss of land where the TSF and WRD are

to rem ain on surface as well as the loss of land capabilit y and agricultural potent ial in

rehabilitated areas post-closure.

NA NA -

111

Agreem ents m ust  be drawn up between Gold One and affected landowners for  the use of the

land ( taking into account  the farm workers and the potent ial im pacts of the m ine on

farm workers residing on the farm ) .

NA NA -

112

Livelihood restorat ion m ust  be considered for the farm workers if there is a reduced workforce

due to reduced area to be farm ed or ret renchm ent of farm workers due to the sale of the land as

part  of the agreem ent  with the landowner. Possible referrals to other farm ers in the vicinity

could be invest igated.

Livelihood restorat ion opportunit ies m ust  be invest igated and finalised pr ior to const ruct ion. NA NA -

113

A stakeholder engagem ent  plan ( including a gr ievance m echanism ) , to provide a defined

process for  two-way com m unicat ion between the com m unity and the Mine m ust  be com piled.

The gr ievance m echanism  m ust  prescr ibe m ethods for com m unity m em bers to raise com plaints

(anonym ously if they so choose) . Com plaints m ust  be responded to and addressed effect ively.

Response m ethods and t im efram es m ust  be specified in the gr ievance m echanism . I APs m ust

be not ified of the stakeholder engagem ent  plan and gr ievance m echanism .

A Stakeholder Engagem ent  Plan and grievance m echanism  should be established and

com m unicated to IAPs pr ior to const ruct ion
NA NA -

114

Local engagem ent  st ructures m ust  be put  in place to dissem inate accurate inform at ion about

the proj ect  to reduce unrealist ic expectat ions regarding jobs and com m unity benefits, discuss

potent ial im pacts and issues relat ing to the m ine including local procurem ent  and recruitm ent ,

cr im e, any com plaints received as well as potent ial health concerns.  Minutes of m eet ings

should be taken and kept  for the LoM.

NA NA -

115

A local procurem ent  policy docum ent  that  addresses the procurem ent  requirem ents and

procedures m ust  be com piled. Copies of the policy m ust  be placed in key localit ies in each of

the receptor com m unit ies (Phom olong, Hennenm an, Whites and Ventersburg) . The available

local suppliers as well as their  capacity m ust  be evaluated and local suppliers m ust  be preferred

where there is local capacity to provide services.

NA NA -

116

A clear ly defined recruitm ent  process and regist rat ion process for local recruitm ent m ust  be

im plem ented. The regist rat ion process should involve the com pilat ion of a database of people

from  local com m unit ies interested in em ploym ent to inform  a skills database and ident ify skills

gaps.  Local recruitm ent  m ust  be preferred where the necessary skills are available locally.

NA NA -

117

Com pilat ion of an in-m igrat ion m anagem ent  plan based on input  from  the social audit  and

discussions through local engagem ent  st ructures. These im pacts will be difficult  to m anage and

will require a collaborat ive effort  between Gold One and the MLM. The role of the MLM in the

m anagem ent  of Phom olong I nform al Extension should be defined and clar ified.

Tim efram es for const ruct ion m ust  be confirm ed and plans put  in place to ensure that  an in-

m igrat ion m anagem ent  plan, com piled with the input  of the local m unicipality, is in place pr ior

to const ruct ion.

NA NA -

Socio-econom ic m anagem ent  m easures

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. Machinery has not  yet  been m obilised to site. Noise

related aspects are not  present ly relevant , and no noise related gr ievances can be expected.

Discussions have been held with landowners with regard to locat ion of surface infrast ructure.

Prior to const ruct ion occurr ing, agreem ents m ust  be finalised and in place.

Tim efram es for const ruct ion m ust  be confirm ed and recruitm ent and procurem ent  policies and

procedures m ust  be com piled pr ior to const ruct ion.
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118
A social buffer zone m ust  be fenced. A 500 m  buffer (physical fenced boundary)  from  blast ing

act ivit ies is recom m ended.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

119

The housing of const ruct ion cont ractors in the surrounding com m unit ies of Hennenm an, Virginia

and Welkom  should be preferred over the establishm ent  of a const ruct ion cam p on site. To

accom m odate this,  a system  could be im plem ented where cont ractors are bussed in and out .

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. Accom m odat ion for em ployees and cont ractors m ust  be

considered prior to const ruct ion.
NA NA -

120
The physical fenced boundary of the social buffer m ust  be inspected daily to ensure that  no

people or livestock enter the buffer zone.

As const ruct ion has not  com m enced, the fenced boundary of the social buffer has not  been

im plem ented. This m ust  be established pr ior to const ruct ion.
NA NA -

121
Any com plaints received regarding the m ine m ust  be addressed adequately through the

grievance m echanism  and correct ive m easures im plem ented where warranted.
NA NA -

122 I m plem ent em ployee and com m unity awareness cam paigns regarding the spread of HI V/ AI DS. NA NA -

123
I m plem ent  an em ployee TB m anagem ent  program m e to prevent  the spread of TB in the

com m unity as a result  of m ine em ployees.
NA NA -

124

A system  could be created where il legal m ining could be reported and the person could rem ain

anonym ous. Managem ent  of il legal m ining will be the responsibilit y of the security division at

the m ine, which m ust  use specialist  knowledge to address the im pact  should it  occur.

NA NA -

125

Gold One m ust  m aintain good relat ionships as well as t ransparent  and two-way

com m unicat ions with em ployees and workers’ organisat ions to ensure that  st r ike act ion is

avoided where possible. An HR Officer m ust  be based at  the site to cont inuously engage with

the em ployees.

NA NA -

126

Gold One m ust  m aintain good relat ionships as well as t ransparent  and two-way

com m unicat ions with IAPs through local engagem ent  st ructures to ensure that  protest  act ion is

avoided where possible.

NA NA -

127
Vegetat ion and soil m ust  be retained in posit ion for as long as possible and rem oved

im m ediately ahead of const ruct ion /  earthworks in that  area to avoid erosion.
NA NA -

Topsoil st r ipping m ust  be undertaken as follows: NA NA -

 Topsoil within the uncult ivated grazing area is approxim ately 30 cm  deep. NA NA -

 Topsoil within the cult ivated area is approxim ately 50 – 80 cm  deep. NA NA -

 Topsoil and subsoil should be st r ipped pr ior to excavat ion and const ruct ion. The infrast ructure

areas that  need to be st r ipped are the TSF, the processing plant  and WRD.
NA NA -

 Each soil  t ype and soil hor izon should be st r ipped and stored separately. NA NA -

 Soils should be st r ipped and placed when dry as handling of wet  soils increases the

com pact ion/  loss of soil st ructure.
NA NA -

 Str ipping by m eans of excavator buckets, and loading on dum p t rucks, is preferable to

st r ipping and loading by m eans of bowl-scrapers.
NA NA -

129
Topsoil and subsoil st r ipping and stockpil ing for future rehabilitat ion purposes m ust  be

conducted correct ly under qualif ied supervision.
NA NA -

130 Lim it  stockpiling act ivit ies to day t im e and dry weather. NA NA -

131
Com m ence (and preferably com plete)  const ruct ion /  stockpil ing /  decom m issioning during

winter.
NA NA -

Topsoil stockpiling m ust  be undertaken as fol lows: NA NA -

 Soils should be stockpiled preferably according to soil type and natural horizon sequence

(Dark clayey soil  should not  be m ixed with the yellow and red topsoil) .
NA NA -

 The topsoil /  subsoil stockpiles should be relocated to a free draining, flat  area where erosion

and contam inat ion of the stockpile will not  occur.
NA NA -

•  Live m anagem ent  and placem ent of topsoil should be im plem ented where possible to im prove

the organic content  of the soils.  Fert il it y levels m ust  be m aintained through fert il isat ion and to

curb topsoil loss as m uch as possible.

NA NA -

128

132

Vegetat ion clear ing, soil st r ipping and grubbing have not  com m enced for the const ruct ion

act ivit ies. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.

The const ruct ion, operat ional and decom m issioning phases have not  yet  com m enced. Relevant

m ater ials m ust  however be put  in place pr ior to const ruct ion to ensure an adequate com plaints

procedure, health awareness program m es, procedures for report ing illegal m ining, ongoing

com m unicat ion with com m unit ies, and good relat ionships with em ployees.

Soil m anagem ent  m easures
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133

Any topsoil that  is to be stockpiled for future use m ust  be stored at  a m inim um  height  to retain

the viabilit y of the seed bank. Rem ove the top 100m m  of topsoil and stockpile in sm all m ounds,

where possible. The recom m ended depth of rem oval is between 100–200 m m  of topsoil as this

contains the indigenous seed bank (only within natural areas that  have been cleared. This is

also applicable to the pipeline route. Stockpiling should occur for the shortest  possible t im e to

m inim ize propagule death.

NA NA -

134
Rest r ict  the height  of the topsoil stockpiles to 4 m  so as to avoid dam age to the soil seed bank

and to reduce com pact ion of the soils.
NA NA -

135

The stockpile side slopes should be stabilised at  a slope of 1: 3. This will prom ote vegetat ion

growth and reduce run-off related erosion. Locally adapted perennial or annual seed m ixtures of

grasses should be used for rehabilitat ion.

NA NA -

136

Once stockpiled, indigenous grass cover should be im plem ented (either through natural

propagat ion if the seed bank is sufficient  or through seeding)  as soon as possible and should

rem ain covered unt il required for rehabilitat ion.

NA NA -

137
Equipm ent , hum an and anim al m ovem ent  on the soil stockpiles should be lim ited to avoid

com pact ion and soil dam age to the soils and seed bank.
NA NA -

138
I f soil is contam inated, m easures as descr ibed in the Hydrocarbon Managem ent Plan m ust  be

im plem ented.
NA NA -

139

The first  m anagem ent  pr ior ity is to t reat  the pollut ion by m eans of in situ biorem ediat ion. The

acceptabil it y of this opt ion m ust  be ver ified by an appropriate soils expert  on a case by case

basis,  before it  is im plem ented. I f rem ediat ion is not  possible, the contam inated soil should be

excavated and rem oved from  site, handled accordingly and discarded as potent ially hazardous

waste.

NA NA -

140
Annual soil contam inat ion assessm ents should be carr ied out  as per the Soil Monitor ing

Program m e.
NA NA -

141
Storm water m anagem ent  m easures m ust  be put  in place according to the Water Managem ent

Plan to at tenuate storm water volum es and decrease velocity.
NA NA -

142

Exposed (bare)  areas should be stabilized with vegetat ion and/ or erosion cont rol blankets.

Establishing and m aintaining vegetat ion as a soil cover is the m ost  com m on pract ical technique

for cont roll ing erosion on disturbed soils. Water flow inhibit ing grasses such as Vet iver or

biodegradable Jute m esh erosion cont rol blanket  should be established on undeveloped (open)

areas and along the lower ends of the site, in order to retard overland water flow and erosion.

These are suitable for short  to m edium  term  erosion protect ion. The effect  of the Jute m esh can

be enhanced by put t ing it  over a loose blanket  of thatching grass or reeds,  if locally available. A

70 %  dead grass or reed cover wil l slow down flow,  m inim ise wind erosion and suppress weed

growth. The open weave nature of the Jute m esh blankets helps retard water flow velocity,

while allowing sunlight  infi lt rat ion to encourage vegetat ion growth. Alternat ively,  st r ips of

instant  turf can be planted a few m eters apart  dur ing spr ing or late sum m er, with tuft  runner

grasses in between.

NA NA -

143

Erosion cont rol of al l banks,  including the exist ing eroded drainage channels, m ust  take place

so as to reduce erosion and sedim entat ion. Eroding em bankm ents need to be sloped to a

gradient  of not  m ore than 1: 3 and appropriately re-vegetated. Cleared bush and brush can be

used for backfill in the exist ing eroded drainage channels.

NA NA -

144
All areas suscept ible to erosion ( including roads, bare areas and drainage channels)  m ust  be

m onitored as per the Soil Monitor ing Program m e.
NA NA -

145
Areas where vegetat ion has not  been cleared within the surface infrast ructure area should be

m owed.
NA NA -

146
A representat ive sam ple of the stockpiled soils m ust  be analysed pr ior to rehabilitat ion as per

the Soil Monitor ing Program m e.
NA NA -

147 Refer to the Closure Plan, detailing the rehabilitat ion m anagem ent  m easures. NA NA -

148

Re-vegetat ion m ust  be carr ied out  according to the Closure Plan and m ust  include the

im plem entat ion of soil saver and hydro seeding on the TSF. Pollut ion cont rol faci lit ies will be

left  in place post -closure.

NA NA -

Vegetat ion clear ing, soil st r ipping and grubbing have not  com m enced for the const ruct ion

act ivit ies. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.

The closure and decom m issioning phases have not  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-

const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.
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149
Monitor the recovery of vegetat ion following rehabilitat ion according to the Biodiversity

Monitor ing Program m e.
NA NA -

150 All areas suscept ible to erosion m ust  be m onitored as per the Soil Monitor ing Program m e. NA NA -

151
Appoint  a botanist  to survey the footpr int  during sum m er, at  least  a m onth after adequate

rainfall,  for floral species of conservat ion concern and alien invasive species requir ing cont rol.
NA NA -

152

Obtain relocat ion perm its for any plant  species of conservat ion concern to be im pacted

(possibly  Nerine sp., geophyt ic species such as Gladiolus, Bulbines, Hypoxis hem erocallidea

and Boophone) from  DESTEA based on the findings of the survey.

NA NA -

153 Com pile a fire m anagem ent  plan. NA NA -

154
A nursery m ust  be set  up to propagate indigenous grass species to be used to rehabilitate the

disturbed area to grazing land post  closure.
NA NA -

155

Appoint  a botanist  to com pile an alien invasive species m onitor ing and eradicat ion plan for alien

and invasive species present  on site requir ing cont rol (possibly Cirsium  vulgare (Savi)  Ten . ,

Pyracantha cf coccinea M.Roem . , Tam arix chinensis Lour., Verbena bonariensis L. and

Xanthium  spinosum  L.) based on the findings of the survey and subm it  the plan to DESTEA for

approval.

An AI P m anagem ent  and m onitor ing plan was subm it ted to the DWS on 29 March 2021. This

plan should also be subm it ted to the Departm ent  of Econom ic,  Sm all Business Developm ent ,

Tourism  and Environm ental Affairs (DESTEA)  for approval.

PC PC 1

156 Vegetat ion clearing should be lim ited to designated m ining areas as per the approved layout . NA NA -

157

Any sensit ive areas (m ainly wet land habitats in this project )  should be dem arcated and avoided

by all personnel. This includes areas outside of the infrast ructural footpr int . No access via

vehicle or by foot  within these areas.

NA NA -

158 Dem arcate and fence in the const ruct ion site. NA NA -

159 Dem arcate all areas for  stockpiling. NA NA -

160 Lim it  const ruct ion /  decom m issioning act ivit ies to day t im e. NA NA -

161 Appoint  a botanist  to supervise the relocat ion of floral species of conservat ion concern. NA NA -

162

I f found within the footpr int  during the const ruct ion period,  relocate conservat ion im portant

fauna (notably the potent ially occurr ing White- tailed Rat , St r iped Harlequin Snake, Leopard

Tortoise and Giant  Bullfrog)  from  the const ruct ion footpr int  with advice from  an appropriate

specialist .

NA NA -

163
Check open t renches daily dur ing const ruct ion for t rapped anim als and release these anim als

unharmed.
NA NA -

164
Alien invasive plant  species m onitor ing m ust  be conducted as per the Biodiversity Monitor ing

Program m e.
NA NA -

165
The use of herbicides is not  recom m ended and all alien plant  species should be rem oved

m echanically.
NA NA -

166
Rehabilitat ion m ust  take place at  the end of const ruct ion at  init ial disturbed areas along the

pipeline route and potent ially at  the pipeline discharge point .

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

167
Environm ental awareness t raining m ust  be im plem ented as per the environm ental awareness

plan educat ing personnel and cont ractors on how to interact  with the environm ent .
NA NA -

168
An incent ive report ing program m e on violat ions should be im plem ented. This will also apply to

em ployees and com m unit ies to dissuade from  disturbing, collect ing or poaching fauna.
NA NA -

169
Hydrocarbons m ust  be m anaged according to the Hydrocarbon Managem ent Plan to avoid

contam inat ion of the environm ent .
NA NA -

170 Speed lim its m ust  be enforced. NA NA -

171
Alien invasive vegetat ion eradicat ion and m onitor ing m ust  be conducted throughout  the

const ruct ion and operat ion phases as detailed in the Biodiversity Monitor ing Program m e.
NA NA -

172 I m plem ent the fire m anagem ent plan. NA NA -

173
The pipeline discharge point  and associated flow at tenuat ion st ructures should be fenced to

prevent  direct  access of gam e and other wildlife to the discharge water.
NA NA -

There are no rehabilitated areas that  require m onitor ing. The project  is in it s pre-const ruct ion

phase;  the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. Const ruct ion t im efram es m ust  be confirm ed, and

relevant  act ivit ies and docum entat ion planned, including undertaking a sum m er botanical

survey, obtaining relocat ion perm its, com piling a fire m anagem ent  plan and preparing for the

establishm ent  of a nursery. An An Alien Invasive Plant  (AIP)  m anagem ent  and m onitor ing plan

has been com piled.

The const ruct ion and operat ional phases have not  com m enced. A survey m ust  be undertaken

prior to site establishm ent to ident ify species of conservat ion concern and to take appropriate

act ion for their  rescue /  relocat ion.

Biodiversity m anagem ent  m easures

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Awareness t raining has not  com m enced. However, relevant  t raining m aterial m ust  be com piled

and put  in place pr ior to const ruct ion.
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No. EMPr com m itm ents
Com m ents /  Act ions

(Red text  indicates points for act ion pr ior to const ruct ion)

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 2  -  2 0 2 4

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 4  -  2 0 2 5

Audit

Score

174

Environm ental awareness t raining m ust  be im plem ented as per the environm ental awareness

plan educat ing cont ractors on the m easures in this plan giving an indicat ion on how to interact

with the environm ent .

NA NA -

175
Alien invasive vegetat ion eradicat ion and m onitor ing m ust  be conducted throughout  the

decom m issioning phase as detailed in Biodiversity Monitor ing Program m e.
NA NA -

176 Rehabilitat ion m ust  be carr ied out  according to the Closure Plan.
Rehabilitat ion has not  yet  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

177
Alien invasive vegetat ion eradicat ion and m onitor ing m ust  cont inue post -closure as per the

Biodiversity Monitor ing Program m e.
NA NA -

178 The recovery of vegetat ion m ust  be m onitored as per the Biodiversity Monitor ing Program m e. NA NA -

179

Detailed designs m ust  be com piled for the recom m ended intersect ion upgrades taking into

account  the pavem ent  layer at t r ibutes. Detailed invest igat ions should be conducted in

conjunct ion with the relevant  road authority ( the Free State Departm ent  of Police, Roads and

Transpor t )  in term s of the exist ing quality and potent ial l ife span of the exist ing road surface

layers of the road.

NA NA -

180
Ensure that  the necessary approval has been obtained for the intersect ion upgrades from

relevant  road authority pr ior to const ruct ion and in consultat ion with a design engineer.
NA NA -

181
The m ine m ust  com e up with a road m aintenance plan for the sect ion of the R70 affected by the

developm ent  in collaborat ion with the relevant  road authority.
NA NA -

182

The exist ing farm  access to be used as the m ine access road m ust  be paved. Should farm ing

act ivit ies cont inue, access from  the proposed m ine access road will need to be provided to the

farm .

NA NA -

The following access intersect ion upgrades are recom m ended ( refer to Figure 5) : NA NA -

     120m  dedicated left - turn slip lane on western approach of Road R70. NA NA -

     90m  dedicated r ight - turn lane on eastern approach of Road R70. NA NA -

     60m  left - turn low angle slip lane on southern approach. NA NA -

     120m  accelerat ion lane towards east  of Road R70. NA NA -

     Reflect ive road studs (LED if possible)  to ensure visibilit y at  night . NA NA -

     Update road m arkings (highway paint  recom m ended) . NA NA -

     Provide addit ional road t raffic signs. NA NA -

The following upgrades are recom m ended: NA NA -

     Update road m arkings (highway paint  recom m ended) . NA NA -

     Provide reflect ive road studs (LED if possible) . NA NA -

     Provide addit ional road t raffic signs. NA NA -

185

Loading and off- loading bays should be provided as close as possible to m ine access road along

Road R70 where workers and visitors can be loaded and off- loaded should public t ransport  not

enter the proposed access road of the proposed m ining developm ent.

NA NA -

186
Speed lim it  signs should be erected along the relevant  sect ion of Road R70. The speed lim it

should be lim ited to 80 km / h at  the proposed access point
NA NA -

187

Pedest r ian crossings should be provided at  the Phom olong and access road intersect ions ( road

m arkings and signs) . Road t raffic warning signs should be provided to warn m otor ists of the

possibilit y of pedest r ians.

NA NA -

188
The m ine in collaborat ion with the relevant  road authority m ust  m aintain the R70 in proxim ity

to the m ine access road.
NA NA -

189 Re-m arking of road m arkings as and when required. NA NA -

190 Cont inuous evaluat ion of the condit ion of road t raffic signs and replacem ent  when required. NA NA -

191 Cont inuous m aintenance of fencing of the m ine property along the R70. NA NA -

192 Trim  vegetat ion at  intersect ions to ensure visibilit y. NA NA -

184

183

Const ruct ion has not  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains

undeveloped farm land. Gold One Afr ica m ust  bear in m ind the requirem ents for road and

intersect ion upgrades, as well as relevant  pedest r ian crossings.

Traffic m anagem ent  m easures

Decom m issioning has not  yet  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Post -closure phase has not  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Const ruct ion has not  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains

undeveloped farm land. Gold One Afr ica m ust  bear in m ind the requirem ents for intersect ion and

road upgrades,  which should be designed in conjunct ion with the road authorit ies.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land. Maintenance will form  part  of the com m itm ents for operat ion.
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2 0 2 4  -  2 0 2 5
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193

I t  is recom m ended that  a dedicated loading and off- loading area should be provided for public

t ransport  close to the operat ional area of the proposed m ining developm ent where workers can

be loaded and off- loaded in a safe environm ent . Walkways should be provided at  st rategic

points.

NA NA -

194

Evaluate the access intersect ion, Phom olong intersect ion and sect ion of the R70 in the vicinity

of the m ine on a regular basis based on a r isk and safety m anagem ent process to determ ine if

increased accidents are occurr ing as a result  of the m ine and im plem ent  addit ional road safety

m easures where required. Changes in pedest r ian m ovem ents should also be noted.

NA NA -

195

Awareness t raining m ust  be im plem ented as per the environm ental awareness plan educat ing

cont ractors and em ployees of the im portance of road safety. Road safety and awareness

cam paigns should be run at  the m ine.

NA NA -

196 Reflect ive clothing can be provided to workers. NA NA -

197
Com m unity awareness t raining m ust  be im plem ented educat ing the m em bers of the Phom olong

com m unity of the im portance of road safety.
NA NA -

198
The speed lim it  should be lim ited to 80 km / h at  the proposed access point  and enforced by the

relevant  road authority for the relevant  sect ion.
NA NA -

199 Lim it  road use at  night . NA NA -

200 Signpost  the m ain access road/ s and all no ent ry roads. NA NA -

201
The extent  of the areas to be disturbed m ust  be lim ited in area to only that  which is essent ial

as per the approved layout
NA NA -

202
Avoid the unnecessary rem oval of vegetat ion, especially the exist ing row of t rees along the

border with the R70 where these part ially or totally screen infrast ructure.
NA NA -

203

Make use of the space between sensit ive visual receptors and the m ine to create a visual buffer.

Establish a hedge of fast -growing t rees ( indigenous)  along the proj ect  boundary and around

infrast ructure and roads at  the beginning of the const ruct ion phase. Trees and vegetat ion

planted on berm s and at  var ious distances wil l great ly reduce the visual im pact  of

infrast ructure.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land. However, once const ruct ion t im efram es are known, screening

com m itm ents such as plant ing of t rees m ust  com m ence as soon as possible.

NA NA -

204

To lessen the visual int rusion,  m ine infrast ructure m ust  be cam ouflaged i.e. paint ing it  a colour

to allow it  blend in with the landscape as m uch as possible. The colour is to be carefully

selected, and to be in the dark grey, brown or green range, to m inim ise visibilit y and avoid

reflect ivity.

The const ruct ion of visually int rusive st ructures has not  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-

const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

205

I t  is suggested that  surface blast ing during const ruct ion should be done at  a t im e when visual

receptors are least  likely to be in the vicinity. This is m ost  likely to be during m idday in the

working week, when the m orning and afternoon rush of t raffic along the R70 are low, and when

m ost  people are at  work.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

206 The dust  suppression m easures as per the Air Quality Managem ent  Plan m ust  be im plem ented. NA NA -

207 Make use of Low Pressure Sodium  light ing or other types of low im pact  l ight ing. NA NA -

208 Low wat tage bulbs can be used to further reduce the im pact . NA NA -

209 Avoid unnecessary i llum inat ion. NA NA -

210
Provide lights with cover fit t ings that  l im it  lateral and upwards “ light  spill” ,  and posit ion lights

to shine towards the intended areas of i l lum inat ion rather than using floodlights.
NA NA -

211 Lim it  the heights at  which lights are posit ioned where possible will reduce “ light  spill” . NA NA -

212 Mot ion sensor act ivated light ing m ay be used instead of l ights that  il lum inate cont inuously. NA NA -

213
Com pletely rem ove all st ructures other than the WRD and TSF and associated pollut ion cont rol

infrast ructure.
NA NA -

214
Rehabilitate all disturbed areas to reduce visual im pacts as per the recom m endat ions in the

Closure Plan.
NA NA -

Const ruct ion, operat ional and decom m issioning act ivit ies have not  com m enced;  therefore, dust

and art ificial light ing are not  a concern.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land. Maintenance will form  part  of the com m itm ents for operat ion.

The closure and decom m issioning phases have not  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-

const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Visual m anagem ent  m easures

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Prim e Resources (Pty)  Ltd

Gold One Afr ica (Pty)  Ltd:  Ventersburg Gold Mine -  EMPr Checklist

Appendix 2

Page 12 of 16



No. EMPr com m itm ents
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215

Baseline radiological data will have to be collected before m ining com m ences in respect  of

surface and groundwater, nearby r iver and st ream  sedim ents, am bient radon concent rat ions

and the radioact iv ity of airborne dust  to inform  a baseline study. The baseline study wil l be

used as reference values for closure and rehabilitat ion and be required for NNR regulatory

purposes.  The baseline study, which includes m easuring seasonal var iat ions of radioact ivity in

m edia, should start  at  least  two years before m ining com m ences.

NA NA -

216

A com prehensive subm ission m ust  be m ade to the NNR for a Cert ificate of Regist rat ion before

m ining can com m ence. The preparat ion of a subm ission to the NNR is a lengthy process and

should therefore start  well advance, allowing approxim ately two years before m ining

com m ences.

NA NA -

217
Dust  suppression m easures as per the Air Quality Managem ent  Plan m ust  be im plem ented to

reduce radiat ion exposure as a result  of dust .
NA NA -

218
Excess water to be discharged should be t reated to ensure that  the radiological quality of the

t reated water is the sam e or bet ter than the exist ing water quality in the Rietspruit .
NA NA -

219
I m plem ent  m onitor ing as per the Radiat ion Monitor ing Program m e to ensure that  the radiat ion

dose to the public m eets regulatory requirem ents.
NA NA -

220 The TSF and WRD areas should be fenced off to prevent  public access to these areas. NA NA -

221
To ensure com pliance with the radiat ion dose const raint  post  closure, the recom m endat ions to

m inim ise radiat ion exposure in the Closure Plan m ust  be adhered to.

Decom m issioning has not  yet  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

222

A blast ing engineer m ust  conduct  a survey of the surrounding surface infrast ructure which m ay

be im pacted by surface blast ing act iv it ies, dur ing which any exist ing st ructural dam age m ust

also be docum ented. The survey will be dependent  on the blast ing design /  program m e.

Const ruct ion has not  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains

undeveloped farm land. However, const ruct ion t im efram es m ust  be confirm ed, and appropriate

plans m ade to conduct  the st ructural survey pr ior to blast ing.

NA NA -

The blast  design should be com piled to ensure that : NA NA -

 Ground vibrat ions do not  exceed 12.7 m m / s at  any surrounding st ructures to lim it  the r isk of

cosm et ic or m ore serious dam age.
NA NA -

 Ground vibrat ions at  surrounding occupied areas m ust  preferably be kept  beneath the levels

expected to be unpleasant  and definitely be kept  beneath the levels expected to be intolerable.

The frequency and vibrat ion considered unpleasant  are 0.75 in/ sec and 19.1 m m / s and those

which are considered intolerable are 2.00 in/ sec and 50.8 m m / s.

NA NA -

 Air blast  levels generated from  blast ing operat ions are kept  below 120 dB to keep disturbance

to surrounding residents to a m inim um  and ensure that  no dam age to st ructures occurs.
NA NA -

 Proper stem m ing control m ust  be im plem ented to lim it  the generat ion of fly- rock. NA NA -

224 As far  as possible lim it  blast ing act ivit ies to daylight  hours. NA NA -

225 Blast ing m ust  be avoided during periods of st rong winds. NA NA -

226
The residents within the area which m ay be im pacted m ust  be not ified of planned blast ing

act ivit ies.
NA NA -

227 All people and livestock m ust  be cleared within a radius of at  least  500 m  from  a blast . NA NA -

228
The set t ing-out  and drill ing of all blast -holes m ust  be properly supervised to ensure proper

dist r ibut ion of explosives through the blast .
NA NA -

229
All blast -holes m ust  be t im ed with detonators fit ted with sufficient ly accurate delays in order to

ensure that  the blast  design is com plied with.
NA NA -

230

Com plaints from  surrounding residents regarding st ructural dam age m ust  be invest igated,

inform ed by the baseline survey undertaken prior to blast ing. Should it  be determ ined that

st ructural dam age has occurred as a result  of blast ing act iv it ies the person affected should be

adequately com pensated and the blast  design updated to prevent  further st ructural dam age.

NA NA -

231

Com plaints from  surrounding residents regarding nuisance m ust  be invest igated, inform ed by

seism ic m onitor ing. Should it  be determ ined that  blast ing act ivit ies are result ing com plaints,

the blast  design m ust  be updated to prevent  further nuisance.

NA NA -

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.

223

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. However, t im efram es for  const ruct ion m ust  be confirm ed

and appropriate plans m ade to ensure that  addit ional radiological data is collected pr ior to

const ruct ion. Note that  this should com m ence at  least  two years before m ining com m ences. I n

parallel,  a com prehensive applicat ion m ust  be prepared for and subm it ted to the Nat ional

Nuclear Regulator (NNR)  pr ior to m ining occurr ing.

Blasting and subsidence m anagem ent  m easures

Radiat ion m anagem ent  m easures
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232
The TSF and WRD m ust  be const ructed as per the approved designs under the supervision of a

qualified and experienced person.

Const ruct ion has not  yet  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.
NA NA -

233
The TSF and WRD m ust  be operated and m anaged under the supervision of qualified and

experienced personnel from  a reputable com pany.
NA NA -

234 Drainage infrast ructure m ust  be inspected and m aintained throughout  the LoM. NA NA -

235 The stabilit y of the foundat ion of the WRD m ust  be inspected regular ly. NA NA -

236
I n the event  of TSF failure adequate legal m easures m ust  be invoked with regards to affected

part ies.
NA NA -

237

All generators will be placed on dr ip t rays to catch spills and leaks, while all m aintenance work

on equipm ent , vehicles, m achinery, etc. will be done over a plast ic tarpaulin or steel dr ip t rays

situated within dir ty water catchm ent areas.

NA NA -

238

Any pum ps,  m achinery or other equipm ent  that  require oil ,  diesel,  etc.,  that  are to rem ain in

one posit ion for longer than two days will be placed on dr ip t rays which are to be em pt ied

regular ly. Any effluent  from  the dr ip t rays and any spilled oils and fuels will be collected and

stored in 210 li t re drum s within the service-bay area before being collected and disposed of by

a licensed waste rem oval com pany.

NA NA -

239
The servicing of vehicles and equipm ent  will only be perm it ted at  designated areas such as the

workshop which have im perm eable surfaces.
NA NA -

240
Store fuel,  oils and other lubr icants in a bunded storeroom  with a capacity to contain 110%  of

the total volum e thereof.
NA NA -

241
Storage of hydrocarbons m ust  be outside of the 100-year flood line of surrounding

watercourses.
NA NA -

242
Ensure that  al l m echanical equipm ent  and vehicles used are kept  in good working order to

prevent  any leakage of oil,  pet rol,  diesel, hydraulic and other associated fluids.
NA NA -

243
Vehicles used during the const ruct ion phase m ust  be parked in a designated area and

containers m ust  be used to prevent  any oil  leaks
NA NA -

244 The Mine m ust  keep copies of all disposal cert ificates on-site. NA NA -

245

The fuel storage facilit y and associated bund walls will be m aintained according to the SANS for

the “storage and dist r ibut ion of pet roleum  products in above ground bulk installat ions”  (SANS

10089-1) .

NA NA -

246

The cont ractor(s)  supplying fuel and lubricants to the Mine are required to have an em ergency

m anagem ent  system  in place in order to deal w ith possible vehicle accidents or accidental

spillage. This would typically involve em ergency team s that  would have the capacity to

neut ralise spills and begin rehabilitat ion of the affected area within hours.

NA NA -

247

Keep spill k its or sorp m ater ials on hand to clean up hazardous hydrocarbon spills. Once used,

this m ater ial will be t reated as hazardous waste and disposed of accordingly at  a perm it ted

hazardous waste site.

NA NA -

248

Should an oil  spill occur as a result  of leaking equipm ent , m achinery or vehicles, it  is to be

cleaned ut il ising oil rem ediat ion solvents or com m ercial hydrocarbon spill k its of which the Mine

is to m aintain a supply on site.

NA NA -

249

A 210 lit re drum  for the collect ion of spilled oils and fuels, together with a dr ip t ray to catch

spills and leaks before they can contam inate soil and underlying groundwater, m ust  be

available on-site at  all t im es.

NA NA -

250 I m plem ent a spill response plan and t rain personnel to react  efficient ly to address any spillage. NA NA -

251

The catchm ent  berm s dem arcat ing the dir ty water catchm ent will be m aintained at  a m inim um

height  of 0.5 m  to ensure that  any spilled hydrocarbons t ransported by storm water will not

enter the clean water catchm ent .

NA NA -

Generators,  vehicles, and m achinery have not  been m obilised to site and hazardous m ater ials

are not  current ly stored or handled on site. The project  is in it s pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Operat ional act ivit ies have not  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the

site rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Hydrocarbon m anagem ent  m easures

Mining w aste m anagem ent  m easures
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252

Surface water draining off areas where it  m ay be contam inated by hydrocarbons m ust  be

channelled towards a sum p and oil t rap which wil l rem ove hydrocarbons. Oil residue shall be

t reated with oil absorbent  such as Drizit  or sim ilar and this m aterial rem oved to a licensed

landfill facility.

Generators,  vehicles, and m achinery have not  been m obilised to site and hazardous m ater ials

are not  current ly stored or handled on site. The project  is in it s pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site

rem ains undeveloped farm land.

NA NA -

253
Fuel storage facilit ies m ust  be rem oved im m ediately upon com plet ion of decom m issioning

phase.
NA NA -

254

Soil contam inated with hydrocarbons m ust  be m oved to an allocated area where it  will be

rehabilitated and soil that  cannot  be rehabilitated m ust  be disposed of at  an appropriate landfill

facilit y.

NA NA -

255
I n the case of pollut ion of any surface or groundwater, the Regional Representat ive of the DWS

m ust  be inform ed im m ediately as per legislat ive requirem ents.
NA NA -

256
I nclude effect ive waste m anagem ent  into environm ental awareness t raining given to all

personnel and cont ractors during induct ion.
NA NA -

257

The m ine wil l ensure that  an adequate num ber of waste drum s /  bins /  skips are available

within the dir ty water catchm ent  area on site, upon a suitably hardened surface surrounded by

t renches /  berm s and report ing to the PCD. Waste m ust  be stored in a m anner that  it  cannot  be

washed or blown into the environm ent .

NA NA -

258

Waste drum s /  bins /  skips will be collected regular ly and disposed of by the appointed

cont ractor  at  the nearest  landfill faci lit y which is suitably licensed in term s of legislat ive

requirem ents. Dom est ic waste includes, but  is not  lim ited to plast ics, cans, food rem ains and

glass.

NA NA -

259 No waste is perm it ted to be buried or burned on site. NA NA -

260 The site m ust  be cleaned daily and lit ter rem oved and stored in the bins provided. NA NA -

261
The washing of clothing, lunch dishes or vehicles is prohibited on site, except  within specifical ly

dem arcated areas.
NA NA -

262
Waste st ream s m ust  be recycled or re-used (where possible)  before disposal is considered.

Recyclable m aterial m ust  be collected by a licensed recycling cont ractor.
NA NA -

263

The volum es being tem porar ily stored m ust  be m onitored on a cont inuous basis and the

relevant  cont ractor contacted to clear the tem porary facilit ies on a regular basis or on an ad-

hoc basis if it  is evident  that  the facilit ies are reaching capacity. Storage m ust  be car r ied out  as

per the norm s and standards should storage thresholds (100 m 3 of general waste)  be

exceeded.

NA NA -

264 Waste m ust  be collected and disposed of at  a licensed landfill faci lit y on a m onthly basis. NA NA -

I n order to avoid waste blowing away or falling while stored or t ransported, the following m ust

be im plem ented:
NA NA -

 Ensure that  the waste is loaded securely for t ransport  when it  leaves the site; NA NA -

 Waste t ransported off site m ust  be covered;  and NA NA -

 Skips m ust  be const ructed of steel and possess a sealable drain out let . NA NA -

266
The m ine wil l com ply with the Hazardous Substances Act , No. 15 of 1973 and apply for the

necessary perm its from  the Departm ent  of Health if required.
NA NA -

267
The m ine wil l keep Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS)  on site for all hazardous substances

kept  on site and com ply with the requirem ents of all MSDS.
NA NA -

268

I nclude effect ive and relevant  inform at ion regarding the handling and storage of hazardous

substances /  waste into environm ental awareness t raining provided to personnel and

contractors dur ing induct ion.

NA NA -

269 The loading areas m ust  be im perm eable to water and runoff m ust  be diverted to a PCD. NA NA -

270

 Trucks m ay not  be overloaded and the ore load m ust  be spread evenly within the t ruck to

prevent  spillage from  the t rucks.  Trucks m ust  be covered with a tarpaulin to prevent  or lim it

spillage;  and

NA NA -

265

Hazardous w aste/ hazardous substances m anagem ent  m easures

Const ruct ion has not  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains

undeveloped farm land. No hazardous waste is generated, t ransported, stored or disposed of.

Closure and decom m issioning act ivit ies have not  com m enced. The proj ect  is in its pre-

const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains undeveloped farm land.

Const ruct ion has not  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains

undeveloped farm land.

General w aste m anagem ent  m easures
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No. EMPr com m itm ents
Com m ents /  Act ions

(Red text  indicates points for act ion pr ior to const ruct ion)

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 2  -  2 0 2 4

Com pliance

Score

2 0 2 4  -  2 0 2 5

Audit

Score

271
 Regular inspect ion along haul roads and loading areas m ust  be undertaken to init iate rem oval

of spillage quickly.
NA NA -

272
Explosives m ust  be handled at  the designated explosives handling facilit y under the condit ions

stated in the MSDS.
NA NA -

273

Old explosives and the explosives packaging will be dealt  with as legally required by indust ry

pract ice, in an explosive dest ruct ion facilit y ( this should form  a condit ion of cont ract  for any

blast ing cont ractors ut il ised) .

NA NA -

274

A walled concrete plat form , dedicated store with adequate floor ing or berm ed area m ust  be

used to accom m odate substances such as paint , herbicide and insect icides etc.,  as appropriate

according to their  specific MSDS, in well-vent ilated areas.

NA NA -

275
Storage areas for of potent ial ly hazardous m ater ials m ust  be outside of the 100-year flood line

of surrounding watercourses.
NA NA -

276 Cem ent  m ust  be stored-  and cem ent batching m ust  be undertaken on an im perm eable surface. NA NA -

277

Any large spills of hazardous substances will init ially be cont rolled by on-site em ergency

response personnel, who wil l be aided by professional cont ractors depending on the nature of

the m ater ial spilled. Hydrocarbon spil ls m ust  be m anaged as per the Hydrocarbon Managem ent

Plan.

NA NA -

278
Surface water draining off contam inated areas m ust  be channelled towards a sum p which will

separate these substances and oils.
NA NA -

279

Portable sept ic toilets are to be provided and m aintained for const ruct ion crews unt il  perm anent

facilit ies are available. Maintenance m ust  include their  rem oval without  spillage. Sewage

infrast ructure m ust  be inspected and m aintained to ensure no leaks.  Under no circum stances

m ay ablut ions occur outside of the provided facilit ies.

NA NA -

280

The sewage t reatm ent  plant  and associated sewage infrast ructure m ust  be m onitored and

m aintained regular ly to prevent  any blockages, leaks or spillages. I f infrast ructure does fail,  it

m ust  be repaired as soon as possible.

NA NA -

281

The bund walls for all storage facilit ies containing any indust r ial or related hazardous

substances /  wastes will have sufficient  storage capacity of 110%  from  the com bined storage

capacity.

NA NA -

282

The volum es being tem porar ily stored m ust  be m onitored on a cont inuous basis and the

relevant  cont ractor contacted to clear the tem porary facilit ies on a regular basis or on an ad-

hoc basis if it  is evident  that  the facilit ies are reaching capacity. Storage m ust  be car r ied out  as

per the norm s and standards should storage thresholds (80 m
3
 of hazardous waste)  be

exceeded.

NA NA -

283  Ensure that  the waste is loaded securely for t ransport  when it  leaves the site;  and NA NA -

284  Skips m ust  be const ructed from  steel and possess a sealable drain out let . NA NA -

285
Any hazardous waste generated on-site for disposal will be collected by a l icensed hazardous

waste cont ractor for disposal at  a l icensed landfill faci lit y.
NA NA -

286
The m ine wil l request  a safe disposal cert if icate for all hazardous waste st ream s rem oved by

external cont ractors that  will be kept  on- file for the li fe of the m ine.
NA NA -

Const ruct ion has not  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains

undeveloped farm land. No hazardous waste is generated, t ransported, stored or disposed of.

I n order to avoid waste or hazardous substances being exposed while stored or t ransported, the following m ust  be im plem ented:

Const ruct ion has not  com m enced. The project  is in its pre-const ruct ion phase;  the site rem ains

undeveloped farm land. No hazardous waste is generated, t ransported, stored or disposed of.
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